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Samuel Filler Efq; 

Member of Parliament for 

Petersfield* 

>Tp HE bold Title I have prefab to this Per for- 
, JL mance 7 puts trie upph peeking for a Patron 
if a daring Merit, and uncommon Penetration* 
Mary Circumfiances do entitle you to the Guardi- 
anlhip of my Labours, hut this alone is fufficient 9 
that you can have no Rival in your humble Preten* 
jpons. to my favour and Efteem. Hay this imper- 
feU Embrio at your Feet y that you may breath 

> Life into it \ and I approach you in a Penitential 
Aadrefs y for being Jo notorious a Plagiary, ds to 
expofe the choifefi Thoughts I dean 9 d from your Con- 

* verjatioKy as my own Produ&ion. However I am 

gladi have this fair Opportunity of making Refti* 
tut ion; or at leafi. that what has fufer'd by paffing 
through my Hands, 'may be retouch' d> and brighttid 
up by their firfi Author. J fear no Criticks> 
where Tou are to pdfs the firfi Cenfure i Nor on the 
either Hand can you apprehend Flatetry y Where Afe* 
fits are above its reach Stars were not formed to 
jfe rouPd upon the Surface of the Earth, but to 
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The Dedication. 

ace the Firmament } and when Providence blef* 
:h fame Perfons with a diftinguifkabie Lufire, the 

ris, that thty fhotfd Jfcww in fame Superior 
and fend forth their Rays upon the darker 
trts of the Creation. The Works' of Nature are 
dam PerfeB : She diftrihutej her Treafures with 
carelefs Handy tad tarcets her Talents at ran- 
m. But in Ton She has broke through her irregu-. 
• Methods, and loaded Ton with Plenty: Tour tent 
r Tears have bended, under the weight of ail her 
trming Luggage. The highefi pitch a Mortal can 
raifed to t is to fa remarkable for an exact S) 
try in Words and Thoughts '-, this is judged I 
ft to be your T a ^nt. ' Tour Ideas, (with Sulffmij 
t to Mr. L— . — k ) feent Innate-,. and.raji£d in 
ler front the beginning, and Nature her Jelf hat 
athdjour Thoughts with proper Terms., and were 
to fpeak her Jelf in her own Language, it would 
with that bald Accent, and original Significan- 
which has diftinguijb'd Ton from the reft of 
ortals. To Conoude, The great Wai-leii 
es with advantage in his Grandfon, and the In* 
iw«j Sir R-^-d S~— e Publffid the beft Vo? 
lie of fcwWlt, in the choice he made of fah-an. 
quaintance, and as they ctptajfy may ghry in your 
Uance and Priendfaip So f take no little Pride. 
having him for a Patron, whom in alt Submijp«n x 

1 Honour and Ret^, 

under the, gonceal'd Name of 
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SECTION I, 

IntrodvBh*. 

JWiiriB, was kmdly done, 

ainly fbme good 
int prompted my 
Friend to this 
bnableVifit. Ial, 
ways took : in your Conver- 

sion; but at this Juncture, you are the only 
Perion in the World I coveted to meet with., 

* Divine^ 



$ The Religion of the Wits 

Divine. I find Sir^ you ft ill retain youf obli- 
ging Temper,- to put the higheft value upno - 
Trifles, which, tho 5 in points of Civility, *it 
is- only a harmlefs violation of Juftice, yetcon- 
fidering the Obligations I lie under, you have 
ro occafion to rally me with fiich Compliments. 
You are no Stranger to the real efteem I al- 
ways had for you^ of which I-cou'd give no 
greater dentonftration, than by the freedom I 
took^in checking fome of .your Youthful Sak 
lies, and warning you of the dangerous tea* 
dency of your Gonverfation with Perfons who 
diftinguifh'd themfelves by an uncontroulable * 
Liberty in Opining. 'Liberty^ I own, is a Word 
full of inexprefllble Charms, but it often has 
dire effects, both in % Politttfs and Religion. I 
fliou'd be glad to have been a falfe Prpphet, but 
I always apprehended you wou'd be a Sufferer 
upon this Account. 

Politician. You have touch'd upon the very 
Bufinefsin which I wanted your affiftance. Helt 
it felf has not more Corifufion in it, than lex- 
perience in my unrang'd.lSJotions ; Like the 
Dove lent out of the- Ark, I have been carried ^ 
over an Ocean of Uncertainties, and am now 
feeking for' the retting' place from Whence I 
firft took flight. You, Sir, who have been ac- 
quainted with me from my Infancy, are upon 
many Accounts qualified to be my Confeffor, I 
will therefore disburden my felf before yon, 
and patiently expeft both your Reafbns and 
Cenfures. 

Divine. Errors have their nonplus-ultra, as - 
W$l as other things, and when we have wan- 
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Sect, I. fatrodu&lm* 3 

der'd round the circle, the Centre is the 
only place to retire to. There is a Period for 
both National^ and Perfonal Crimes •, and I am 
glad to find that my old Acquaintance has 
* Thoughts of being difcreet, and that he is re- 
lolv'd not to run upon the laft extremity of 
Folly. Yoti may affure your felf that I fliall h% 
attentive to your Scruples, and no^lefs juffc* 
in my Obfervations. v 

Politician. My Cafe, then, ftands thus* I 
have Traveled over moft part of the Habitable, 
Worlds and have devoured an infinite Number 
of Books in all Arts and Sciences,* and now I 
am return'd home as little latisfied with my 
curio fity, as I really find my felf lefs knowing by. 
my Enquiries. At my firft fetting out I rang'd 
my felf amongfl; the Dogmatlcks, and every 
|; thing 1 advanced feerrfd Self-evident, but find- 

\; ing by experience, that Men were of different 

Minds, and that the World was divided into 
Pro and Con, I fhaktt Hands with my obftinatQ 
! Temper, and became an Academkh This free- 

y dom I enjoyed, in the way of Arguing, made 
me often'change Sides. I found that Men of 
► Wit had a Faculty of making any thing ap- 

% pear plaufibte ; and often when I judged an A£ 
fcrtion impregnable, I was furprized to fee it 
conquered, and utterly demolifhed by a Superi- 
or Geniiu> Thefe kind of difappointments often 
repeated, have obliged me to ftrike in with' 
the ' Sctyich. I was fbmetimes of Opinion, 
\ that Scejticks were only Humorifts, a litigious' 

\ Set of Mortals, difpofed to divert the World 

f with what was new, and Exotich But the un- 

B 2 certainty 
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I have met with in the Methods to 
has confirm'd me, that if Copernkm his 
f the Earths Mobility be a Fable, it 
ry fignificant Moral in Man's Head, 
ruth has no fixt and permanent .Being, 
be ftruck out by the next Fantaftick 
one rowling Wave drives on another : 
you may think I only corfe what I 
lerftand, and that ill Nature has made 
Sceptick, and that I tax Mankind with 
an deficiency, which may,on4r be the 
" my private Incapacity. Box the Se« 

prove that I have Partners in my Fol- 
nat I labour with a common Diftemper. 
I quickly be made fenfible, Sir, what 
of Difficulties drove me to Scrpticifm> 
'd like a Ship in a boifterous Sea, with- 
r Malt or Rudder. I neither know 
im, or what I am} dead or alive, afleep 
, a Man or a Horfe : My Head is fill'd 
de and imperfect Ideas of things ; my 
■e a continual Cheat, and impofe upon 
erftanding : One tells me this is Rea- 
:her tells me that is Realbn, but in 
i only their own Humour or Paflion. 
rid ftems to be divided into two com- 
: Branches of Authority and Obedience, 
., and Inferiors^ which in property of 

nothing but Tyranny and Slavery. Ke- 
the mighty cry of all Mankind, reve- 
Words, but contemptible and aban- 
'radtice. It is valued upon account of 
■n, or unintelligible Objects, as if eve- 
\ of Nature did.not exhibit a thou- 
find 
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Sect. L IntroduBiw. 5 

fend Myfteries. . Wc govern our felves by Frin- 
ciflesy which are only obftinate, Aflfertions which 
have gain'd credit .by Antiquity, and invete- 
rate Impofitions upon Mankind. In fine, £uch 
is the "uncertainty of Human Affairs, that we 
neither know what's paft nor prefent. Wfto- 
ties are only the Ecchoes of our Ancestors, 
Lyes recorded by Mercenary Scriblers, to per- 
petuate the Fidipm Circumftances change 
both Perlbns and Things, and by a very little 
turn, a Man may be both Wifeman and Fool, a 
s Tray tor, affd a good Subjeft^ what we believe, 
. Hi$y be either True or Falfe, and what we aft, 
either Good or Evil Both are probable, and 
neither certain ^ we live we don't know how, 
and when we dye, we go 1 don't know whi- 
ther. 

Divine* A very pretty Syftem I muft needs 
own, and worthy of their Embraces, who 
would be efteerrfd the bright Men of the Age. 
The Account you give of your Progrefs in the 
way of Knowledge contains fomething fa whim- 
ficdy that, to mediate a ferious Reply wou'd 
be to fympathize too much with your Chara- 
cter.. A dark Apartment in Moor-Fields, and 
now and then breathing a Vein, is the belt 
way of arguing with fbme kind of Philofophers. 
You have Travell'd, and Read, indeed to a 
fair end, to looie your Wits by thofe laudable 
Curio fi ties which improve the reft of Mankind. 
Not content with the Habitable World, I find 
you have often touch'd upon the Tprra Incognita^ 
and h$ve made very large Difcoveries in the 
Kingdom of Spatia ImaginirU. I am inclin'd 
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tobelieve^ you have only dipt into the Secret^ 
of thofe Philofophers you own your felf to have 
been a Member of •, otherwifeyou might have 
difcover'd, that a Sceptick takes along with him 
, the obftinacy of a Vogmatick \ nor h&s he de- 
pofed the wrangling Humour of the Acade- 
mich. You (hall be convinced upon the refult 
of our Conference, that ScepHcks are not only 
litigious Humourifts, but (what they will be 
very much mortified to hear) that they wane 
that charming Qualification, for the fake where- 
of only, they are ambitious of the Name ot 
Scepticks^ I mean good Senle. In the mean tim6 
you mult give me leave to be a little ferious, 
and ftate the Controverfy of Scefticifm in fuclv 
a manner, that we may have no occafion to- 
ynake unneceflary Halts when we fhould, be pur- 
suing the Argument. 

, Politician. You miftake nie very much, Sir^ 
if you think I am difpofed for eternal wrang- 
ling •, my Life hitherto has been branched intd 
fcnaccountable Excurfions, both as to my Noti- 
ons and Morals, arid 'tis now high time to be 
ferious. So I hope you wjll lay the foundation 
of this Conference cleep, that 1 may not be ob- 
liged to a future review, add I will urge every 
exception as far as it will bear. 

Divine. A good Difpofition is a neceflary 
Preparative for Convi&ion •, and I am ftrongly 
perfwaded the Frtiits of this Di&ourfe, will 
equal the iatisfa&ion I have, to fpend an hour 
r>r two with a Perlbn whofe Capacity . and 
•Friendlhip are equally engaging. Scefticifm, or 
& vkvering. State of 'the Judgment, I apprehend to- 
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Sect. I. IntYodttBion* y 

be your Mother Scruple. If by this you wou'd 
underftand .that iftany things are doubtful, and 
may be call'd into Queftion, I join with you j 
but if your Defign be to promote an univer* 
fal Uncertainty, the very Obje&iori you pro- 
pble, is a manifeft difproaf of your Syftern, 
Moderate Scepticifm I allow; of, as it is oppofit? 
to Creduiky } but this I call not Sctptkifm, but 
Critici/tH* But to eftablifh a true Idea of the 
Queftion in Hand *, I will fix fome preliminary 
Notions and Definitions, which to any fober 
Thinker, will both open the Caufe, and decide 
it. The Controvet;fy is not, whether many 
vulgar received AfTertions are not uncertain? 
I am fenfible what Difedvantages Man's Judg- 
ment labours under in the purfuit of Truths 
as well upon account of his narrow Reach, as 
the clogs of Education, Pajfion, Intereft, &c. The 
Nicety of the Enquiry is : Whether we are 
notable to produce fome undeniable Principles 
and Poftulata\ which in the Nature of Land- 
Marks, are not only capable to evidence them- 
felr,es, but to fupport other inferior Truths de- 
ducible from them? Tojclear this Point, it mulb 
be obferv'd ; what Certainty is, and under what 
Notion it may be confider'd as to our prefent 
purpofe. A Thing may be, and I not certain- 
ly know it is ^ from this reflexion we may dip- 
tinguifti two forts of Certainty \> a certainty 
of Exift-enc€ y and a certainty ofPerfwafion: Forln* 
fiance, That there is fuch a City as Rome, is cer- 
tainly a certainty of Exifience, but not by a cer»- 
tainty, of Perfwafion to one that never heard of 
fuch a Place/ This Divifion of Certainty is 
• ■ ■ B 4 , ftiM 
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ftil'a by Philofophers ObjeBiva and Subjt&iva t 
Sy Divines, Quoad ft and Qmad not. Now the 
Certainty we are in queft of^is of the latter ibrt, 
and in Effect the queftion amounts to this ; 
whether I can fo far in my Judgment be per- 
fwaded of the Exiftence of Things, as not to 
harbour the leaft doubt of being impofed up- 
on. I might here put this Controverfy upon 
a very ihort iffiie, by obliging the Sceftick to 
fublcribe to his own doubting, wrangling, railing 
£4ng, as to one of thufe Aftertions which can- 
not be call'd into Queftion - 7 for as nothing can- 
not wrangle and difpute, ib what is capable of 
thefe emotions, muft of necefDty have a cer- 
tain Being. Now as Archimedes wanted but a 
place to fet his Foot upon, in order to move the 
whole Earth: So this one Pofiulatam of Man's 
Exiftence being allow'd by a Sctptick, it will 
give birth to a multitude of other undeniable 
Affertions upon which the Oeconomy of Nature 
depends. But I fuppofe your Defign is to en- 
ter a little further into Particulars. 
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SECTION II. 

Metafhyficaly or Self-Evident Certainty. 

^Politician* A S my Doubts and Scruples are 
Xx particular, fo if you dwell 
too much upon Generals, I am afraid I (hall not 
meet with that latisfe&ion I propofed, to my 
1 felf. You have already mei\tion'd the undern- 
ame Pofiulatum of Self Exiftence^ but this being 
a very remote Notion, it will be ufelefs in - re- 
lation to praftical Truths, unlefs we defcend 
to more minute Affettions. 

Divine. My clefign te to be a$ particular as 
* SubjeA of this nature will permit } and in the 
firft place it cannot be denied* but there are 
ieveral Truths Self-Evident, admitting of no 
Proof a Priori, but perfwafive by a bare In- 
tuition: For the furfofe; , I provoke the moft 
obftinate Humorift to diflent, if he can, from 
the following AUertions. The fame thing can- 
mot be, and not be at the fame time ', what is, U\ 
ivhat has been, has been; Twice two make four ; the 
whole is bigger than the fart , a Triangle has three 
Corners. Thefe AOertions are Metaphyficaly cer- 
tain, Self-Evident, for 'tis impoffible they mould 
he falfe. They are ftandingTruths at all Times, 
in all Nations, and on all Occurrences, no Cir- 
cumftance being able to alter them. They are 
agreeable to all Sy Items of Phihfofhy and Divi- 
nity. Let a Man be Ariftotelian or Cartefian, 

Scotift 
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e "-tift or Thomifi, papifi or Prmfimt, Chriftian 
Heathen, they all agree, that the Whole is 
qer than the Part. 

Politician. I cannot dilagree to what you 
r iipon this head, but ftill you are too Ge- 
ral- 

Divine. You mull have Patience till the 
tier I am upon ripens into Particulars : And 
proceed-, all other Truths are in themfelves, 
ually perfpicuous to thofe I now mention'd, 
:re we equally Capacitated to comprehend 
:m. 'Tis not only Principles, but there are 
iny Inferences we cannot diflent front, yet 
iny things occur to render them oHcure ; 
d tho' we are very much in the dark in re- 
rd of the Oeconomy of nature, by the afie- 
ld ImrxMitions of Education and Pajfum, which 
ill not fuffer us to be as Wife as we realty 
e, yet with a little Pains we may gain the 
id of the Thread, and draw our felves out of 
e Labyrinth. I will here give you a fhort ^pr- 
ntn of this method. Every Man is convin- 
d of this General Afiertion, 'that the fame 
ling cannot be, and not be at the fdmetimt\ and 
an Inference from hence, That the World 
<dd not Exift, and not Exifi at the fame time } 
d in purfuance to this, That the World could 
t make it ftlf\ again, That it root either made 
another, or had no beginning- But afterwards 
hen we proceed to more remote Inquiries : 
*.. Why the World could not always Exift 
ithout any beginning ? Why anecefTary Being 
ll'd God, mult be acknowledged to give it 
beginning ? Why this Being is but one ? Why 
he 
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ht is a Thinking Stibftance, and not material ? 
Why we mull pay Homage to Him? What kind 
of Homage or Worfoif h moft ^leafing to Him ? 
Whether in this we art to follow our own Inw 
dictations, or the Dhre&iotra of others* Whfcr 
ther our Guides are peremptorily to be obe^d, 
or deferted in 4bme Cafes ? Whether the Qeeo* 
momy of our Worlltip is Provincial, Natimd y or 
Oecumenical t Whether out RuJe was afl Feiiit'd 
by the Larv~Aiaker, or partly handed down by 
Tradition f Thcft^ with many other Articles, 
debated amongit the different Se&s of Chrifii#T 
mty y are Points as much fixt in themfelves, and 
determinable' by us, as the undeniable Truths 
they ,may be deduced from \ if the Obftacles 
of Ignorance^ Paffum y and Education did not hin- 
der Men from feeing, or Owning the neceflary 
Connexion between thofe Self Evident Princi- 
ples, and the Inferences which might be drawn. ^ 
Politician.' Your Obfervation is nicely juft, 
and a great part of it I have experienced in my 
fcwn Conduft. \ cdtf'd mention feveral confi- 
derable Eitors I have corrected, which were 
entirely owing to the Gonverfationsl had with 
-Perfons who found it their Intereft to inftil 
.Jiich Notions into me. Some Truths have 
been kept from me for want of an Opportunity 
of being informed \ other things I wou'd not 
know, becaufe I wotfd not enquire, and very, 
often, tho' I was convinced in tiiy Opinion, 
yet I behaved my felf in regard of Belief as Li- 
bertines do in regard of Moral* , that is, eithef 
though a motive of Arm?/?, or feme other dar- 
ling Paffwn, I wou'd neither acknowledge by 

Words* 



/ 



••*. 






i?'j» 






'{■'■■it 



9 / . 

%2 the Religion of the Wits. 

Words, nor go over in pra&ice to the real per- 
Iwafion of my Mind. 

Divine. By this you may eafily perceive that 
"Certainty is not only to. be found in General Prin- 
ciples, but in feveral remote Inferences. I con- 
fefs in thefe Latter Cafes Truth does not fhine 
lb vefy bright, nor cannot be approached 
without removing fome Obftacles-, wbich not- 
withftanding are every day (urmounted, and 
Men are let both into the Secrets of Nature and 
Religion. Thofe Difficulties are overcome by 
Study y thefe by Prayer. 
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Tfyjical, or Experimental Certainty. 
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Politician. T Perceive you ftick clofe to your 
\ firft Defign of beginning at the 
bottom ofthings. I very much approve of 
your Method, of firft eftabliftiing a true No- 
tion of Certainty j for if I apprehend things 
right, the Mediums and Obje&s of Knowledge, 
being different, they mull occafion fome diffe- 
rence in Certainty. 

Divine. You take things right -, I will there- 
fore go on. Befides the Metaphyseal Certainty 
I have already eftablilhed, there is another 
Certainty which Jhilofophers call Phy final, and I 
make bold to ftile it exferinrntal, becaufe it de- 
pends 
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pends upon the daily Teftiraony of the Sences. 
This kind of certainty fully fetisfies the Judg- 
ment, but may poffibly fail: For Inftance, When 
I fee a Man, Ship, Wood, or Caftle, I may be fa- 
tisfied that they are what they appear to be, 
yet it is not impoffible there maybe fbme mi- 
ftake in the Information given by the Eye, and 
theft miftakes are lbmetimes difcoverVi by Rea- 
fon. Upon this account a Phyjical or Experimental 
Certainty, tho' a real Certainty, is much Infe- 
rior to that above defcrib'd, which excludes all 
Poffibility of miftake. 

Politician* I muft interrupt you here with a 
Word or two, methinks the Notion you have 
laid down of Phyfical Certainty, does not An- 
fwer your main defign. How can that method 
be certain, which iometimes proves falfe? or 
how can it prudentially be relyed upon in pra- 
ctice? 

Divine. I own the Sences confider'd fepa- 
rately, often prove a deceitful Rule in fome 
particular Cafes } yet we are relieved by Reafon, 
or lome other luperior Light upon thofe occafi- 
ons \ and in the main, the Sences cannot una- 
nimoufly concur to deceive Mankind. 

Politician* Is then, God under an obligati- 
on to reftifie Objefts in fuch a manner, that 
we lhall not be miftaken in apprehending them? 
what inconvenience is there to affirm, that God 
might have fraim'd our Eye in fuch a manner, 
that a Mountain fhou d always appear like a 
Mole HiU. 

Divine. If the miftake fubvert not the no/- 
tion of providence and J)ivwe Attributes, I fet 
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aa* great abftrdity in that SuppofitiOn; but 
cobfttering the Diving Scheme laid here below 
of Men, procuring : their future happineft by 
the mediation of Setice, 'tis inconfiffent witk 
Gadh Goocjaeft, and his other perfe&iom, to 
funrifh them with falfe Mediums in bitier to 
obtain that happinefs unto which he expefts 
they fliouid arrive. For the Purpofe : If the Ear 
ftiould drink in Bitots, and conveigh them to 
the Vndgvftandingy when the Words imported 
Truth 5 and the Eye fhould miffeprefent Qb~ 
jefts Jo far, as to occafion Men to violate the 
Laws of God, when they judgM themfelves to 
aft innocently , would not this Conduft ar-* 
gue both Injuftice and Cruelty in ottr Creator^ 
in commanding Impoffibilities ? But to be yet 
jnore diftind upon rtiis Head ; The Certainty 
of our Sences feems to ftand upon this bottom. 
When I behold a Ship riding at Sea at a }iift 
diftance, I am fully fatisfied, without the tea ft 
doubt or hefitation, that It is not a Church ; 
becauie I find, both by my own, airt the ex-' 
perfcnce of the reft of the World, that what 
Men call a Chttrch, never ftands upon the Sea^ 
but upon hand\ befides a thoufend other Cir- 
cumftances, which clearly demonftrate the dif- 
ference between a Ship and a Church. But what 
again is more to the purpofe, I am fullySatifc 
fied, and experimentally certain, that when F 
kill a JFtiw/, I have not fhot a Man : For tho' it 
£•• - is not abfblutely itnpoflible but a Man may 
$r have the (hape of a Fowl, yet conficlering. that 

* *< pod has laid an injunftion upon me not to de- 
£'• '' ftroy a Man, and that under pin of damnation, 
f ' ' ' ' ' ^nd 
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and at the feme time I am permitted to deftroy 
a fan?/, it is certainly inconfiftent with Divine 
Providence, to provide me with fiich Eyes that 
1 lhoiildriot be able to difcover a Man fix>m 
a Fowl, but that thevftould always appear the 
lame thing to me. Tls therefore originally as 
certain, that my Sences do riot deceive me in 
relation to future happinefe, as that God Ex-*' 
ifts, is infinitely Good, or that I Exifb ftiy 
ftlf. - «;" "' 

Politician. You have fufficiently cleaiM this 
Point : Pray proceed, that I may have time 
fnfficient to expble the Scruples which have (b 
long perplexM- me. 



*-*■ 



S. EC TION IV. 

% 

Moral, w prudential Certainty. 

Divine. T Am arrived at the laft: branch of 
I 'Certainty j which is ufually call'd 
Moral, orPrudentidly as being chiefly grounded 
upon the Relation of others, and upon out- 
ward Prudmid Motives. This Certainty is of 
confiderable Latitude, being greater, or lefs, 
according to the ftrength of thofe Motives 
which inducers to Aflent. For Example.- I have 
9 no Metaphyseal Certainty that there is fuch a 
City as Rome , becauft my convidion is not from 
an fan ate, Inseparable Idea, but an acquir'd 
KflQWkdge. Neither have I properly a Pbyfi- 

cd 
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' Certainty that there isfiicb a place as R<mt\ 
lever having fallen under the Cognizance 
my Sences -, yet I am fb convinced there is. 
i a Place by the Relation of others ( no Man - 
ying its exiftence, nor can the World have 
grounds to invent fucha fictton) that 'tis 
rally inipofliblp (tho' abjolutely poffible) 
ould be impofed upon. Now Mord Ctr- 
ty is what we generally go- upon in things 
ting to Hifiory, Commerce, Oeconomy, &c 
as 1 obfervea, there was (ome variety and 
itude in it, lb it will be requifit* to merm- 
an Example or two. We Tiave no fenfible 
of there ever were fuch Perfons as Mofes, 
/id, Cefar, Henry the VHIth, &c. yet the con- 
ing Teftimomes of Hlfierims do ground a 
rd Certainty, lb as to put it out of all doubt, 
have no lenfible Conviction of the Legiti- 
y of a Prince,' Parent^ or Men's Honefty in 
r of Dealing ; yet we may be lb far iatisfied 
theje refpects, as not to demur in paying 
jection to Superiors, or confiding in the 
lagement of others. Tis truej as I hintei 
>re, there is a Latitude in this kind of Cer- 
ity, and the ftronger Motives we meet with, 
greater is efteenra our Certainty. 
'oiiticim. According to my manner of ap*. 
(lending things, what is certain, is certain ; 
i is, it will not deceive me. So to make de-i , 
ss in Certainty, feems to me, to be a Self- 
:rudtive Notion : Do not all Degrees of ■ 
tainty exclude the fear of being mifta- 
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Divine. No : Fear and Certainty are not in-* 

confident. lam afraid to look ^from the top , 

of the Monument, tho' I am certain I Jfhall not 

fall. lean, indeed, aflent to Cefarh being Em-* 

peror of Rome, without any doubt or hefitati* 

on: But a Perfbn in aflenting to the Ixgiti^ 

macy of his Children, or the Honefty of his Star- 

\ ard, m$y fbmetimes admit of doubts. If the 

Doubts are rational, and well grounded, they 

* deftroy Moral Certainty , if they amout to no 

more than general Suipitions, they are confi- 

N ftent with Certainty, and 'tis Prudence to negn 

led them in our Condi^ft. 

Politician. I perceive safily , that MorM Cer-s 
taifity is capable to fatisfie a PerfbnV Judgment \ 
fc but this will fall Jthort of what you feem to 

attempt j to reduce all things to an abfolute and, 
vndeniab\e Certainty. Which way can Moral 
Certainty an£ve to this perfe&ion ? 

Divine. Originally all Certainty is Jhfolute 
and Metaphyseal, and 'tis ftil'd Moral and P/y- 
fical, only in regard of the more immediate 
Proofs and Motives. This is yery plain in 
- the cafe of Religion : Tis ordain'd by Provi- 
dence, that Men (hail arrive at Happinefs, by 
obferving what is prefcrib ? d by Chrift and hi$ 
jfpoftles in reveal ? d Religion. Historical Credit 
is the means of having th^fe Prefcriptions con-t - 
yey'd to us \ and the Inference muft be, that 
it is inconfiftent with Divine Providence to per- 
mit the World to be univerlally deceiv'd, in the 
credit they give to what Hiftory' relates was 
done in former Ages relating to Chrifiianity, 
and the manner of its Propagation. \ own 

C God 
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God is not obliged to direft Historians in other 
Matters (for tho* it be morally impoffible, yet 
there is no abfutrdity if all Historians fhould hare 
impofed upon us, both as to the Perfon dnd, 
Aaions of Julius Cejar) but as to what regards 
the Prefer vation of Religion, or means toHap- 
pinefs, befides the ftrength of % Cbmmon Hiftfri- 
eal Credit, Providence is particularly engaged 
not to {educe Mankind. Thus you perceive 
that the fteps to the ultimate and original 
Certainty are regular, and gradual- Let thp 
objeft be prelent, and conveyed by Sence, 6r 
abfent, and convey'd by Hiftory, it all Cen- 
ters in this one Point} that it is againfl: the 
Notion of the Deity to fuffer Men to live in a 
general delufion, in regard of the means which 
he defigns fhall make them happy. I have made 
a diftin&ion between Moral Certainty and the 
Thyfical Certainty of the Sences, thd' in a more 
Compendious Method , the whole ftrefs may 
lie upon the Sences only. For as Moral Cer* 
tainty depends upon S&eing and Hearing, in this 
refpeft the Members of that Divifion are Coin- 
cident } and all Certainty that is not Metafhy* 
fical y may be faid to depend upon the Sences \ 
and according to this Syftem, the Gradation 
runs thus. 1 who now live in London in the 
Year 1716. do read, or hear a Relation of what 
happened in Taleftine, in the Reign of Tiberius 
Cefar y concerning Chrifi and his Voftrine \ See- 
ing and Hearing are the means of conveying this 
Knowledge to me. God who is a Being infi- 
nitely Good, has ordain'd this Information as 
the only jvay to arrive at a Happinefs he has 
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•ehjoyn'd me to look after. Therefore I may 
Tely upon this means : Therefore I may depend 
upon the Teftrmony of my Sences : Therefore 
I may give credit to what Hiftery relates con* 
cerning the Planting of Ghriftianity. 



' i" 



SECTION V. 

Certainty of MaiPs St ate \ 



yolitkian. T Have given you very little fan 

X terruption •, but now I e^peft 
fc% » to be heard in my turn. You have, indeed, 
■ laid down ieveral Ideas, in order to difebufe 

Mankind of the dangerous Miftakes . they lie 
under •, yet I muft make bold to renew my old 
Complaint, that you dwell too muc^i upon Ge- 
nerals, and I have neither time nor applicati- 
on to ftiape any thing out of the Embrio you 
f "have laid before me ; So, pray Sir, be pleas'd to, 

give a diftinft Anfwer to my Scruples 3s I pro- 
pose them. You are no Stranger, Sir, to the 
jmahy Illufions which Men are fiibjed to, and 
. that ' they can give no certain demonftrations, 
where, or in what pofture they are. How many 
are' now playing their Antich in Bedlam, who 
at the lame time judge themfelves daily im- 
ployed in the Poits they formerly lived in? 
Others in No&urnal' Rambles do in a Dream 
diftin&ly repeat ttfie A&ions of the Day : Nor 
does there want lometimes, Perlbns who havQ 

C 2 con- 
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ceited themfe\ves already diyefted of Mortal** 
ty, and Inhabitants of another World. Now 
1 would gladly know what certain Indication 
1 can have, that I am neither in a Dream, Ia*> 
natick, nor Dead; for unlefs I can have fomc 
certainty as to thefe General Heads, 'tis in 
vain to look for it in the particular Circum- 
stances of Life. 

Divine. I will humour your Inclinations; 
nor am I ^pjDrehenfive of finding much difficul- 
ty in refblvirig all your Doubts, from the few 
Principles I have eftabliih'd. What you in the 
jfirft place alledge, as to the uncertainty of your 
State : Tho' I might pais it over as an unac- 
countable Whimfey, yet that I may omit nothing 
which you think worthy of being taken notice 
of. I own the State of Man's Life is fubjed to 
great alterations, which in one refpeft or o- 
ther, do happen every Day : We are Strangers 
to the manner of our firft appearance in the 
World, and can give no account of what hap- 
pened to us in our Infancy. All the Certainty 
we have of thele things, is taken from the re- 
lation of our Parents, and from what we ob- 
• ferve in others who feem to be in equal Gir- 
cumftances. This is iufficient to convince us 
there was a time when we had no Being, and 
it will at the lame time ferve as a Rule to di* 
reft us in difcovering the State we are in. I 
have often obferved* that Death puts a Perfon 
out of a capacity or following the ufual Cour- 
ies he did when alive. A Perfon upon his De- 
mile, appears no more in his Family, in thq 
Church, nor in the Market : His Body becomes 

motion* 
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ffiotionlefs, it is either cram'd into a hole in 
the Earth, or dfcpofited in a Vault. What I 
obferve in others, I apply tbmyfelf; and un- 
derftanding by fihequent Reflexions, that I per- 
form the uiual fun&ions of a living Creature, 
that my Bones are not lodg'd in the Church- 
Tard y • that I Eat, Drink, Sleep, and Divert 
my Self, and (what I look upon as -a moft con- 
vincing Proof) that I am not yet rid of fbme 
very near, and boibme Incumbrances which are 
only Jhak'd off by Death. From all thefe noto- 
rious Premifesy^ I draw this unavoidable Infe- 
rence : >E rgOy I am not dead. The fancies of 
melanchotty Tempersy 1 own are very unaccounta- 
ble, and fcveral Splenatick Perfons have ima- 
fin'd themfelves remov'd into another World • 
ut iiich extravagant flights cannot ftand in 
competition with a multitude of proofs which 
are ready to evidence their folly. Again, the 
Reafons I have alledg'd to prove I am not dead, 
the lame with due proportion will clear me 
from Lunacy 7 my bare afflertion ihall not be 
urged upon this head, becaufe Perfons under 
thofe Circumftances, not only imagin them- 
felves m ftatu quoy but often in very rational, 
and coherent Words, will endeavour to make 
it out. I am wijling to ftand mute , and that a 
Jury of all Mankind {hall bring in their Ver- 
dtfty and if they declare me compos y 1 hope I 
may reft fatisfied that I am not mad. 

As to the third Inftance of the ^Uncertainty 
of Maris State : Viz* Whether we $re afleep, 
or awake, upon firft view it appears to be as 
frivolous an Exception as either of the for- 

C j mer; 
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SECTION VI. 

Certainty of the Settees. 

kian. X Perceive 1 have only given yon A 

X little Diverfion in ray laft.Olv 

itioas -, but perhaps What I (hall mention 

he next placej will give you fome trouble 

to extricate your felf. In the firft place 
ferve an original defe& in the Instruments 
Knowledge, which incapacitate Mankind 
i arriving at Certainty. The pendulous 
mvarate of Sence, Rtafon t and Authority, are 
only Security. Now what can be more 
cious than my Sences, which 1 experienc* 
y Day do lead me into a thouiand Errors : 
Eye is cheated as to the bulk of Celeftial 
tes. When the Tympanum of my Ear is 
rder'd, I can hear Bells ring, and Seas 
, with other variety of Entertainments. 
:h have no Being* A fit of Sicknefs is ca- 
e to vitiate both my Smvil and.7i/fc, whillb 
Sence of Feeling is liable to as many cheats 

mifreprefentations as a whimfical Brain 
ipable of. Theft Inftances of the Sences 
ificiency, I prefume, are regarded by the 
Its as no defpicable Top Uk 3 in the Do&rine 
'ranfubfiantiation. 

•ivine. As I have engaged my ftlf to fol* 
you i fo you may depend upon it, I (hall 
k it no trouble to Tiumour you in any of 

extravagant Digreffions \ and as for extri* 
eating 
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fating my felf, I flatter my felf to have laid 
fueh a Foundatidn, that the Caufe I maintain, 
will ftand in need of no extraordinary Orator 
to dilate upon it. Now as to th6. uncertainty 
we are left in, by our Sences, which you in 
the firft place infill upon/ Before I return a 
Specifick Anfwer, it will be convenient to pre- 
mife an Obfervation or two, to give Light to 
feveral fhort hints 1 flial^not have time to dwell 
upon. As there is a great variety in Ajfertions, 
fo there ought, to be a variety in Proofs. No 
Proof has any force out of its own Sphear, but 
only in that Line, to which it is naturally a- 
dapted. Tis equally Impertinent to demand an 
Ocular Proof tor the Veity or a Soul, as to 
\ attempt the meafuring a Thought with a pair 

* of Compalles, or defcribring what colour . the 
found of a Trumpet is . 'Tis not in the power 
of Man to give me a fenfible Convi&ion that 
there was fuch a Perfbn as Julius Ctfar. What 
is vifibk, palpable, and frefent y falls under the 
cognizance of Sence, but'whatisinvifible, and 
abfent, mult come to my Knowledge by fome 

* other Method. There is a Sphear for Reafon 

* and Authority, no lefs than for Sence \ and tQ 
, call for Proofs of one kind, to make good the 

Ailertions belonging to another, is to make no 
diftinSfcion between a Brute, and a Rational Crea- 
ture \ fince the lublimeft Truths muft be at 
lowed of, or reje&ed, by no other Rule than 
what is common to Brutes •, I mean the Tryal 
of Sence. This premifed, I come to the diffi- 
culty you propofed. To lay the Sences never 
fell in reprefeuting their Obje&s in their due 

Circum- 
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rcumftances, is what was never pretended ; 
t to infer from-thence, that they are never 

be relied upon, is a very unreasonable de* 
Etion. All you can infer is, that the Sences 
: capable to lead Perfons into Miftakes, 
len fome fahe Medium obftructe their Ope- 
ion, or that a Perfon will not hearken to 
ler Methods of Information, as Reafan, Au- • 
rity, &c. to correct the Miftake. ■ Shall we 
' that Mankind cannot diftinguifh between 
; braying of an Afs, and one of Nicholin?s 
irming Sonnets \ or between a Jigg and a S*- 
toed ; becaufc here and there, a Perfon ei- 
zr happens to be Deaf, or wants a Muficat 
ir to obferve that diftinftion? No, the 
nces are true Informers, where Ignorance, or 
ine other Accident obftruiErs them not. A- 
in, the Teltimony of the Seiices is fupported 
■t only by a general, but by a particular Pro- 1 
ience, in relation to thole things which re- 
rd 'Man's future Happinefs ; ana this we are 
ilig'd to fay, unlefs we will make Almighty 
•d forfeit one of his deareft Attributes* 
owever, to fpeak nicely upon this Subject 5 
cannot be allowed that there is any Error in 
e Sences, hot even occafionally. Error is a 
ifeft of the Underftanding, not of the Eye, 
ngue, or Ears. 'Tis not the Painter's Pencil, 
it his Hand that ought tobeblain'd, orra- 
er bis Judgment in not knowing how to di- 
ft them. So neither are our Sences to be 
aduced, but the Underftanding, which ought 

be Judge of the manner how Obje&s are 

iplied. What the Church of Borne is able 

to 
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to produce in favour of Tranfubftamiation, is 
not my prefent Concern. 23or,were that Te~ 
net true, will the Papijls therefore lay afidethe 
Teftimbny 6i the Sences* . For, as I find, it in 
their Writers, they are not unwilling tr> admit 
the Sences as good judges, but not in oppofition, 
to Reafon, and Faith. They produce many 
Inftances of the former kind, and look upon 
Tranfubjtantiation as an Inftance of the latter* 



SECTION VII. 
Certainty of Re of on. 



Politician. TAm iatisfied as to the former 

X Article concerning the Sences, 
$rid that they^ tepmg rather Inftrumental than 
A&ive, no Miftake caa properly lie at their 
door. But what Reply can you make to the 
fallacious Proceedings of. what the World* calls 
Reafon ; for if we look into this Affair nicely, 
we fhall find Reafon to be of very little Ac- 
count in the puriuit of Certainty. If we 
Ipeak of Civil Matters, every Man is qualified 
to ftile the produ&ion of bis own Brain Reafon 
in oppofition to all Mankind. And if we fpeak 
of Religious Matters, every one who makes a 
profeffion of Chriftianity> is under an obligation. 
to facrifice his Reafon \ as the Myfteries of the 
Creation, Incarnation, Trinity, RefurreBion^ &G 
do make it evident. 

Divine. R&afon may either be taken for the 
faculty^ or the ufe of that Faculty. In the firft 

•Accep- 
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:ceptationj your Obfervation is true, that 
ery Man has Reafon. In the latter, only luch 
n lay claim to that appellation, who make 
:h a ofe of the rcafbmng Faculty, as to 
Ige truly of thofe Objefts about which it is 
lployed. I alio agree with you, that in Ci- 
[ and unrevealed Matters, every Man may 
nocently be a Latitudmarian, as to Opinion, 
or ought any Man's Authority upon fuch Sob- 
Is, be of greater weight than the Reafon he 
ings with him -, yet this does not qualifie 
ery Man to ftile the production of his own 
ain Reafon t but only then when his Opinion 
conformable to Truth. I own where Religion 
concern'd, Reafon cannot have that fwing it 
Joys upon other occafions; yet it is lb far 
>m being Sacrificed, or Cafluer'd in the My- 
iries of Religion, that it is then rais'd to 
higher pitch , and fully employ'd, be- 
a& it is highly reafonable to believe many 
tig's are above Reafon \ not only upon account 

thole rational and undeniable Motives, 
lich recommend drifiianity, but for many 
her peculiar Reaibns. Firlt to keep us in 
jjection, and from running into improper, 
d impertinent Enquiries, and again to give 

an Idea of the infinite Majefty of God, 
10m we ftould be prompted to think meanly 
, if we were capable to penetrate into every 
yftery he propoles to us. I own Reafon is 
t in the Myftery of the Trinity, if it pre- 
ids to pry into the immediate Texture of that 
ireal'd Article, by attempting to account for 
i fame thing being One, and Three. Yet 
Reafon 
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Reafon is of Angular ufe, whilft it applies the^ 
Motives of Credibility to this, and other Myfte- 
ries, in order to render them credible, and un- 
deniable ; and this is certainly the noblf ft ufe 
Reafon can be put to. I am not ignorant that 
the generality of School-Divines are willing to 
go fomething farther, and pretend they may 
give greater allowances to Reafon, by judging 
it capable to fblve the OhjeBums which may, be 
rais'd againll every particular My fiery; but 
this teems too great a Complement. Ex Nihilo 
nihil fit, was an undoubted Pofiulmm with Ari-„ 
fiotle, and hence he concluded, that the Crea- 
tion of the World was a plain Contradidion. 
Now School-Divines are aftonifh'd at this Phila- 
fofhe/s ftupidity, and N think they have fmo~ 
theiM all the feeming Contradidions in the 
Creation, by a bare diftin&ion of Naturaliter 
Concedo, Supernaturaliter Nego* 'Tis true, Reve* 
lotion gives them an advantage above Ari- 
fiotle 5 yet that diftin&ion does neither explain 
the nature of the Myftery, nor furotfh Solu- 
tions to what may be alledged againft the Cte- 
ation* In a word, you plainly fee that reveaFd 
Truths are not contrary to Reafon, tho' Rea- 
fon be fomething Eclips'd by their brightnefi* 
■ Tis not contrary to Reafon that the Loadfiom 
fhould attrad Iron, conftantly turn to the two 
Pole$, &c. tho' no Marf$ Reafon hitherto, 
cou'd juftly account for thofe furprizing Phen<n 
mnons* Reafon therefore is capable to inform 
us aright, but if Men will put out their Eyes, 
*#s 00 wonder they fall into Precipices. 

SECT, 
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SECTION VIII. 

Certainty tfo^utborhy. 

itician. T Will give you no further trouble 
' X. u P° n tn is Head, but proceed to 
next of my Scruples, which is .concerning 
tfority. This mull: either be Human, or Vi- 
i- If Human, 'tis of known uncertainty. 
Divine, tho* it may be certain in its felf, yet 
method. of yielding to this 'Authority, is 
man. Fallible, and infufftciem to beget cer-. 
lty^ and this is manifeft by (b many dif- 
mt Sifts, who iubfirribe to contradi&ory 
ets, upon a motive of the, fame Divine Auh 
•ity. Now though I mould give up the 
ifc ib for, as to allow that fome one of this 
>le Triumvarate could afford me certainty, I 
aid ftill beat a lofs which to prefer, or to 
ge how they ftand in regard of one another", 
low 'tis commonly faid that Faith (which is 
Affent grounded in Divine Authority) ough? 
enjoy a preheminence, both in regard of 
ceand Reaibn. But this feems contrary to 
Method of running up Faith to its original 
tives. Faith depends upon the Information i 
n by Seme and keafm. For inftanee, I be- 
e in Chrift, upon the inducement of Divim 
•hority, yet it is by Hearing that 1 amblefs'd 
h this Belief; and 'tis Reafon that informs 
I ought to give Credit to an Article fa 
1 attefted. 'Tis plain therefore that Faith. 
depends 
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depends originally upon Sence, which is liable 
to a thoufend mifiakes, and immediately upon 
Reafon, which in other terms, is your Fancy, 
or mine, or what any Perlbn can obftinately 
aflert, and plaufibly maintain. Befides, if Rea- 
fon is allowed the preference, fb as to be the 
lait Refort of all Debates. This Notion will 
prove Fatal both to the Reformed Churches, and 
to the Church of Rome, by putting them upon 
an Enthuftafllcal Footing, whilft one makes the 
Scripture, the other the Church fubjeft to every 
Man's Private Reafon. ,-* 

Divine. Tho > I have already laid feveral 
things to this Point, where 1 touch'd upon the 
nature of moral Certainty, yet it will be nece£ 
faryin this place, to fpeak more diftin&ly; 
And in the firft place, as to Human Authority j 
I own 'tis fbmetimes of no account, but in- 
credible, when a manifeft Fallhood, or a Con- 
iradi&ion is aflerted. Sometimes it is dubious, 
as when fomc Perlbns aflert a thing, and others 
deny it upon equal Terms. But then there is 
a Human Authority, which excludes all doubt. 
For Infiance, when all Hiftorians tell me there 
is fuch a JPlace as Rome ; all Hiftorians agree 
there was fuch a Perfbn as Julius Cefar. I have 
not the leaft inclination to doubt of thefe AC- 
fertions, fince no fhadown of Reafbn can be 
alledg'd, why all the World fhould confpire in 
a Lye of that nature. I am not ignorant that 
feveral Hereditary Miftahs arc frequently deli^ 
vefd by Hiftorians \ but then either the- Mi- 
ftake has not been Univerfal, or there has been 
fome ocsafion given as a ground of fuch Mi- 
stakes } 
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ilak^s j as Ignorance, Pajfion, want of due In-i 
formation, or fbme Private Defign for mifre^ 

Erefenting Matters. The diftin&ion you make 
etween divine Authority, and the Application 
thereof, is neither improper, nor unfeafon-? 
able - 7 but you are in the wrong to allow no- 
thing of Infallibility to the Application j for as 
I have more than once ohferv'd before, Go q's 
Providential Care requires a kind of Infallihi-r 
lity, or Certainty in the Means by which his 
Will is manifefted to us, whether it be Sence> 
Jteafon, or Authority, and which he has fufficW 
ently provided us with by the threefold cer- 
tainty I have eftablifhed \ Self-evident in regard, 
of firft Principles \ Experimental in regard of 
the obje&s of Sence, and Moral or Prudential in 
regard of Authority. But now you are appre- 
henfive left there fhould he fome jarring a- 
mongft thefe Methods, and that a diiput^ a-, 
bout Prerogative, will ruin the Power and Cre-? 
dit of this Triumvarate. Tis not to be que- 
ftion'd, but the preference ought to be given tq 
Divine Authority,^ or if you pleafe, to Faith % 
which is an Aflent grounded in that Autho-' 
rity, and that both Reafon and Seftce ought tq 
fubmit I own Faith depends both upon. Sencq 
and Reafon originally, for the Reafons you, 
mention -, but it does not follow from hence, 
that they have the Preference, oj- can ground 
a greater Certainty, indeed, what you lay 
makes it evident, that the Knowledge by Sence 
and Reafon is Prior to that of faith, and in this 
yefpect, Faith depends upon them. Yet this 
occafion^l dependant does not argue they 
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fghty in a greater certainty, hut only an infalr 
4tbk or fufficient certainty to rely upon ia 
-f ra&ice. 

. Perhaps yoq may , qpnceive a difficulty how a 
greater Certainty can depend, upon a lefs } but 
•you muft obferve that the word dependance i& 
equivocal, and not fufficiently exprejfive \ for by 
p.: greater Certainty depending upon a lefs, is. 
only meant, that a lefs Certainty may fome- 
tinates be an Iptroduttkn tq a greater \ as, the 
Maker's Information is what the ScmUar de* 
pendsupon,, tho- afterwards the Schollar often 
arrives at a more perfeft Knowledge of thing$ 
than the Matter can pretend tct. \tx t^ie |am9 
manner, tho 7 Faith in fbme meafure b$ built 
upon Sence and Region, yet \ifyr exceeds theni 
in Certainty. And to look a little farther into 
this Enquiry, If wp compare $en<;e witjj Rea T 
ion, it feeras evident that Reafbi* is Umpire ii^ 
all Debates between them two. For Inftance, 
tho' my Eye informs me thpSunis qo larger than 
a Di(h, I am not to acquielce to ttys account^ 
but to th? Argmnents of Realbri produced by 
uAfironomers^ who tell us 'tis* 1 60 times larger 
than the Earth. When my Sences 'declare to 
me that a Carpenter can ouild a Houfe witl\ 
Timber and ot^ier Materials, I esfily believe it, 
but when I am told that Things can be made" 
ova of Nothing *, 1 fhquld give n6 credit to that 
frrprizing Aflertion, unlefs my Reafbn firft in- 
formed me in general that there 'was a certain 
Infinite Being, capable to perform more than i 
was capable to comprehend } and that both the 
greatelt Authority, and the inoft cogent Circum-, 
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ftances compelled me to yicid te that Afftrtioa 
as to realFaft. But to proceed 5 If we com- 
pare Sence with Sence, and one Perfons Rea- 
fon with another. In the Obje&s of Sence, in- 
deed, there is very little difagreement, but m 
comparing of Reafons, there is nothing but 
elaftung } and what yon have obfervM, is lite- 
rally true, that every Man judgeth that to be 
Itgafbn Which he can but objftinatety aflfert, and 
Jplauilbly maintain \ and this is the Source of 
that variety of-Contefts we meet with in ail 
Arts, and Sciences, in all Matters both Civil 
and Religious. The Generality of the World 
&re very much miftaken in the hk 4 they frame 
fcf Reafon. They take it to be a Thing in Jk- 
fira&Oy Shining, Beautiful and Infallible in its 
Pecrees \ whereas 'tis only a particular way 
which every Man has to exprefs his own Hu- 
mour, Intermit, and Inclinations. Did Reafon 
always lodge in a cool Head. Were it fepara- 
ble from fancy and prejudice, it might lay 
Claim to fbme of thofe Charms, many are wil- 
ling to afcribe to it •, but as it lies under the 
prefent difadvantages, to fay this, or that is 
againfl; Reafon, has no other meaning, than 
that it is again the Humor or Intereft of a Per-* 
Jon. Now to bring what Light I can to this 
intricate Matter, what I have to fay is this. 
As long as every Man has the Liberty to think^ 
and reafon as he pleafes, all feem to be upon 
the Level. But if either any one Man had the 
Skill to reduce particular Debates to firft, and 
undeniable Principles ; or a Decifive Power 
Were appointed to end Controrerfies, as all Na^ 
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. tions agree there is in Civil Matters, and tb^ 
Church of ifoa*? af&rts to be a Divine economy 
. ia Religious Matters, it would then be as no- 
torious who was in the right, and who in the 
wrong in aft forts of pifputes, as that twice two 
mad* four. Agaiii, this Method wou'd hinder 
the Inconvenience which you apprehend will 
prove fatal both to the Church of Momt, and 
the Reform ?d Ghurciw, vid- Enthufianifiti} whilft 
y<?u affirm, that one Party makes the Church, 
i?he other the Scriptures fubjed to ey?ry Man's 
private R^alon- 

Now as I apprehend things, the difference 
£taa<is thus between the Church of &m?, and 
Pttears. In both Churches a lean's Reafan 
which determines him is private 5 if we {peak 
of the Ad of the Undemanding, afTenting to 
iuch and foch Tenets, But if Dr. l> — r-jf be, 
an Orthpdox impounder of the Reform'ci 
Churches Doftrine, their Reafon is not only 
Private as to the A# of AfTenting, but alio as 
to, the Motive. For Examfa A Rotnan-Cath^ 
lick aflents to the Do$rine of Purgatory :, be- 
icaujfe the Church declares it is a N reveard Ar- 
tide, and he believes the Church to be a*trjie, 
Informer, becaufe of the Rational Motives 
which eftabliih its private Authority. This 
Matter Aflent is Private, as it is an Aft, but 
*tis General as to the Motive \ for as all agree, 
that twice two make four j fb 'tis generally 
agreed, that Authority back'd by Supernatural 
Methods is unqueftionabta Now in the Me* 

thod Dr. L -y puts the Reform'd Churches 

upon no External Authority, is decifive in re- 
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Df any Queftionable Tenet, and accord- 

this Syftem, Private Opinion merits 
AffrflatioT!) both as to the AGt of Aflent- 
is alio with relation to the Motive ; nor 
t fecure the Mind from Enthuiianifm- 

1 1 wiU illuftrate this Point by a Puralttl 
ce. He that fubmits himfelf to the De- 
of Parliament, becaufe his Reafon tells 
is the Higheft Court to finifh all Debates; 
be that makes Ms own Sentiments the 
lard of Right and Wrong, do both in 
Sence make their private Reaibn the 
Uibrt and Judge ; in as much as both 
t to fuch Opinions by a Private Ad of 
Ihderftandmg. But in one Cafe the O- 
i is not Private as to the Motive, tho* 
in the other. And as one who ftffers 
If to be govern'd by the Authority of 
intent, can-not be faid to follow his own 
r, or Private Opinion, ib he that is di- 

1 by the Church, cannot be iaid to make 
ivate Opinion his Rule. If I appear te- 
upon this Article, 'tis to be attributed to 
lature of the Enquiry, whkh is in its 
imiething intricate. 
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S fiC TI N IX. 

Certainty of Ideas. 

/ 

. Politician. T Have hitherto been attentive 

J^ with a lingular pleafiire, nor 
can I grudge theft Moments which are fbwell 
laid out. I mult now put you upon a frefli 
Subje<% wliich concerns the Nature of Jdea$, 9 
and in which I do ftill find my felf very irjuch 
perplex'd. I (hall not « infill upon the vulgar 

jtiHoma amongft Philosophers. Nihi^l eft in Intel- 
Uttu quod print non fuit in fenfiu I am content 
to pais it over as a falfe Rule, upon account 
that there are certainly many Innate Ideas which 
have no dependence upon the Sences. Yet 
thus much muft be acknowledged, that the mam 
Bulk of what Knowledge Men pretend to, 
comes to them by means of the SenCes. Now 
what I have to Objed, is this. The fences art 
the Operations of the Organized Parts of Mad* 
Body> by which the Ideas or Similitudes of External 
Ohjeits are tarried to the Soul* Without a Body 
there cannot be Sence. Now in my manner of 
apprehending things, this*mitit deftroy all cer- 
tainty which can be challenged by the Sences. 
For if I am not certain I have a Body, I cannot 
be certain ITiave Sence. Nbw that I am not; 
only uncertain of the Exiftence of my own 
Body, but even that I have no Knowledge at 
all -of -a Body, 1 make it out in this manner* 
Things that have no proportioa to aneano- 
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ther, tan never be united. The Socket and 
Screwy mttft have the lame Mopl&rigs. A 
Body is extended into Parts, a Soul fe a Spiri- 
tual Subftaiice without Parts* A Soul cannot 
have the knowledge of a Bocly, unlefs the Body 
be exhibited to its preience j arid it has no way 
of being prefented to the Soulj but by the 
XontaBns of its Parts : And the Spul having no 
Parts to anfweir or meafote this ^ontaStm, the. 
inference is* thsit the Soul can have no know* 
tedge of a Body. If yoii altedge that a Bbdy 
is not exhibited to the Soul only in its Ifyecies or 
idea 9 the difficulty, returns upon you } tot" I 
fhall make farther' demands concefiijing that 
Idea. Is it a Body, or a Spirit > If a Body, 
how tan there be a C<mta$tu* betweeft i ( t arid 1 
the Soul? If a Spirit, it cannot exhibit to the 
Soul the Nature and Properties of a Body-. * I 
have therefore no Idea of a Bodty. 

Again, If all the ideas we have of things ate 
itiiperfed, and uncertain, we that form them, 
can have no certainty of what they represent. 
Let the Objeft He Sublime, or Familiar, Natu- 
ral, or Supernatural, we are incapable to frame 
a Jult Idea of it I fubferibe to tht Exiftence 
of a Deity, but 1 have, no Ided either of his 
Nature, or Properties. All I can pretend to 
kiiow, is that there is Tomething -called by 
that Name. I haye placed the Trinity amongfl: 
my Credenda \ but what this farther means be- 
fides the word Trinity, I am altogether in the 
•Dark. Nay even in obvious and fublunary 
Things we labour under the fame uncertainties. 
We hear without knowing what Sound is> See 

/ ~ with- 



/ • 



Se c t. XI. Certainty cf ideas* $£ 

without any Idea of Colours, and every Seed 
that is covered in the Earth, we behold it in- 
Meed Routing into Branches* Fldtoers and 
Frtiit, but why it does not rot in the Earth, 
and never come to Maturity, we have only 
Matter of Fad to convince us. Nay } may we 
not jiiftly fey that what is call'd Chriftianity % 
ieems to contain no more Myftery in it, in re- 
lation to Ideas, than what may be found in any 
Meadow or Garden ; for does not a Rofi and 
the trinity both appear incomprehenfibler 

Divine* I perceive your Scruples begin to 
multiply very faft, and this your laft objection 
touches upon a Point, which tho' feldom lodk'd 
into, yet I take it to be a very deep Myftery, 
and a piecef of management which calls for all 
our fubtilty and attention. The inexplicable 
union of the Soul and Body, and the depend* 
ance they have upon each other, with the inca- 
pacity -yob mention of the Souls having anf 
knowledge or Idea of a Body, having hitherto 
been a Task for many fruitlefl Labours. What 
I have to fey upon the matter, is this: 'Tis 
true, the Sences depend upon the Body, and 
us to their Certainty, they mull: ftand or faft 
by it. It mult likewife be granted, that there 
is focha natural difproportion between Thought 
and Body, or -an extended Subftance, that it 
is a Myftery how they can aifeft each other* 
either by way of Ob)e&, or Motion, The aj> 
arehenfion of this difficulty, has occafiorrd 
Ibme Philofophers to afiert, that Bodies could 
not be moved imtnediately, and phyfically, on*- 
ty by God that Created them. So that it 
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appears from this Syftem> as iihpaffibk:for A 
Min's Soul to ^raove his awn BdJy, as to re- 
move a Caftle by a Thought or Wifh, as hHb/ 
to frame any Mm of 3 Body, for this can. bo\ 
no otherwife effefted then byrjoyningit to the: 
Soul, either fealty, or in its Species, .botJt 
which Obje&s as you do very well obferve*' 
being material or extended Siibftances, the 
difficulty of knowing a Body is not taken away, 
but revived under more intricate Grcumftan- 
ces. But to fpeak more diftinftly to this* olv 
fcure matter, and to declare in a few. Woids 
how I can be certain I have a \ Body. In the 
firft place, for the Reafons juft now mtnti- 

* on'd, 1 cannot pretend to have an abfolut? or 
Metaphyseal Certainty that I have a Body v but 
yet I have a high Moral Certainty which ex* 
eludes all doubting, and which may. be eafiiy 

f •. run up to a Metaphyseal Certainty. The me-. 

* thod of that Certainty .ftands thus, I have air 
abfolute and Mewhyfical Certainty that I have 
a Soul i The Exiftence of my Soul evidenceth 
the Being of a Deity: From the Exiftence of 
a Deity I infer a- Religions Afterwards I find 
my Jelf obliged to acknowledge Revelation* 
This informs me that tarn to be made happy 
by feverai Adions which depiend upon a Body* 
Ergo Gou has provided^ me with a Body, to 
make me capably of complying with fuch A&i^ 
ons. This perhaps may leeffl to he gping about 
the Buih } but in eftablifluag* Moral Certainty^ 
which generally depends upon variety of Cir^ 
cuinftanses, we can follow no other Method* 
To confirm this, you may if you pleafe, $ak$ 
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in the general Content of all Mankind, who* 
agree there are ftch things as Bodies. Now a 
general Content^ without any diverfity "of O-; 
pinion, is fufficient to ground the ftrortgeft' 
fybtat Certainty. To let the difficulty there- 
fore deep for the prefent, how the Soul and 
Body can ad with that Uniformity upon fo 

\ . roanifeft a difproportion, and to yield up that 
part of the Qmtroverfy, that the Sou} can have: 
no /A* of a Body, hor by Gonfequence, have 
any Metafkyfical Certainty of its Exiftence, it 
is iuffioent to my prefent purpofe, that I have 
eftablifli'd the Exiftence of .Bodies, in fuch & 
manner, that no Perfon will pretend to call 
them, into queftion, or can poffibly doubt of 
their Exiftence. . * 

I now come to the obfcurity of Ideas, which, 
as it is an Argument of the uncertainty, 01 
things, as to their manner j fo 'tis an evident 
demonftration of Certainty as to their Sub- 
ftance or Exiftence. *Tis however a Truth 
beyond Controversy, that we can neither have 
an Idea which is capable to represent revealed 
Myfteries, nor a perfe& Idea of the Myfte- 
ries % nay, nor of the obvious and vulgar 
Operations of Nature. As to revealed My- 

j I fterie*-, we know for Example,* that the 
.World was Created or Made out of Nothing ; 
but we have no Idea of what Creation is, be- 
sides an inward Gonvi&km that there is fuch 
a Thing. In like manner, we have no Idea 
of a Deity, a Soul, of the Trinity, &c yet we 
are obljgpd to aflent to what is revealed 
^concerning them, and tho' I cannot frame an 

I Jde* of the fame thing being ohe a and three, 

yet 
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yet I mult believe it is lb ift fome manner or 
other, and I am to fbbfcrrbe to it in the feme 
Tenourd Words it is prQpofed to tfte. This 
is a method to be obfenftl * both in regard of 
natural and reveaFd Obje&s, where the Medm 
h commonly ftbfcribed to uptai a Convi&ion* 
wittout aify Idea, and the Subftafice tip&n a' 
very imperfe& /&*. F6r Inftanca, the Cmi* 
wt&ito of Bodies is a vety palpable Truth but 
tbeitf Divifibilky, is a Myfter^ we daft haVd fiO 
Afe* of* Ucal Motion fe petteptibfe to evefj 
Eye, but the iMkbr ptifciFd 2»** © rftBch, aa 
alnaoft tt> contradift the evidence irf his lyes* 
dhd plain Fad, What is motekiloWft than 
ihe hi&rk frm of feVettil Bodies* aftd yet 
who can pretend to have an Afar-df their Yfce* 
mmnfa tn fitife, 1 am felly eWrtift^ed I have 
Troth a Sonl and a Body* tho? I am in tfcfe datk 
*as to moft of their Properties^ Kow if Na- 
ture, lies fo conoeaFd from us as ' W mbft of it* 
Properties* tho? w6 have a kifcd of Idea of 
its Extfteifce -, why may we ftot h&ve a geiie^ 
tal and iatisfaftory Ut* of the Exiftence of a 
God, Crtatitn, Trinity, &t. without concent 
kig ©or fclves abotft a perfed Uea^ wbteh nd 
Mortal ought to expeft in thk Life, upon ma- 
ny accounts. But to penetrate a little farther 
in^o this matter : All thefe pretended Scruples 
are eafily removed* by affigning a diftinaioa 
between an Obfcure Idea^ and a clear Idea , aft 
sdequaft or cornfrtheuftve Idea, and an iaadequatt 
tar imperfeS: Idea. God atone has- art adequate 
tfoAiprehenfive Idtd of any of his Creatures* 
beeaufe only that Hand which framM and grafp* 

*th* 
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*he World, k capable to tafc* all its tf&neftfi- 
ons. But art ifflperftft I<k* (which fe mbi* 
properly termed a Convi&ion) of the Exiftence 
of Things, and of feveral of their Properties, 
is what cannot reasonably be denied to" Rational 
Creatures. - An«t here 1 agres with you, that 
Nature is toy fterioos, as well as Revelation, 
yet I dare nQt .mention your Atheiftical Com- 
parilbn, to make a k*fe as gf ©it » Myftery as 
the Trinity. Tistrue, aRofe has many Pro-' 
parties in Smett> Colon**, 0c. 'Which Natwt 
cannot comprehend, but the &$ d of Rofes 
Ms many mbre. The Author of* Cbriftism^ 
tot myfteribHA, draws fiid* Parallels as theie, 
fcpon a ftfpe&ed defign of deftrdying reveafd 
Religion with an Umtwh, as if we Iky undet 
HO greater an Obligation to believe a TWtfty, 
than any natural Myftery. But be fides the 
bafenefs of ftch Similitude*, there is certain* 
ly a remarkable inequality is to the precepts. 
Queftionleft it'was in G&DVpowwto hav* 
obliged us to an aflent in regard of the Myfte- 
rfes of Nature, as well as of thofe be has re* 
veaFd y but as there was no occafion for fuch 
kind of Injunctions, S> we are ftill free upon 
that Head •, and have m other tye upon us, 
than what the common Di&atesof Nature im- 
pcffeth upon us, in giving Credit to many 
things we don't comprehend : And if we di£ 
ftnt i we incur no other guilt than that of 
Folly, or at the meft, make our felves viola- 
ted of the Precept , 1h*u jhalt mp hyt , in 
Which the Divine veracity is not fd iriimedii 
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atjely <*>ncern'd, as in Revealtt Truths, where 
he ads under a more eminent Character. 
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SE C T I O N X 

Certainty ofPrinctyles. 

ToliticUn. \ Matter eflentially oMcure, is 
x\ not capable of fuch SatiP 
fa&ionas I could defire; and the nature of 
Ideas has always been look'd upon as a torture 
to Men of the greateft Penetration. How- 
ever, what, you have alkdgVi has folly per- 
fwaded me, that an obicure Idea is able to 
afford Convi&ion , and eftablilh • Certainly, 
which is the main drift of our prefent Defign. 
But I have ieyeral doubts of another kind to 
fey before- you : I lhall not infill upon that 
general Ignorance which overlpreads all Man- 
kind, of which, three parts are but one re- 
mote from Brutes in point of Knowledge. They 
are perhaps particularly acquainted with a 
jnultitude of Caufes and Effeos, but not fee- 
ing their Connexion, all they go upon is mere 
Cuftom and Habit, as Parrots, and other tra- 
dable Birds learn Languages. § The Mariner 
obferves his Tyde y without looking into the 
wonders of the Flux and Reflux, of the Ocean. 
Nor do fuch as all Winter long receive the 
benefit of the Fire, either impeach Ariftotk^ 
for cfteeming Heat a quality inherent to Fuel, 

or 
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or Cartefiusy who makes it only a Senfetion 
occafion'd by the Particles of Fuel. Now if 
you pretend that only the ignorant part of 
Mankind are careleffs in looking into the Ori- 
ginal Caufes of things, but that you have Vni- 
verfities and Seats of Learning, which abound 
with Men of fingular acuteneft and experi- 
ence. That thefe have a little more Curiofity 
than the vulgar, and that they are not only 
able to give Reafons for the molt furprizing 
Vhenomemms of Nature, but have brought 
things into luch a method, that even Children 
are inftm&ed in infallible Rules, how to give 
latisfa&ion in mofl: of thole pretended Myfte- 
ries : Thefe Rules are calFd Sciences, and known 
by the general Name, of Philofofhy, of which 
there are feveral Species, Geometry, Aftronomy, 
Phyfxck, &c. Thefe, as 'tis pretended, do lay 
down undeniable Principles or PoftulataH which 
will lead a Man to Certainty in many parti- 
cular and more remote Inquiries. But either 
I am unfortunate in my Observations, or what 
Men call undeniable Principles, are nothing 
eHe but bold, obfiinate AJfcrtions, which are 
maintained and denied with equal aflurance. 
Otherwife, whence proceeds all the clafhin 
amongft fhilofofhers, even in Principles ? Whil 
one Man is triumphing, and hugging a pre- 
tended demonftration, another ftarts up, and 
will not allow his demonftration to be common 
Sence. Is there any thing advanced by one 
Man, but another is ready togainfay it? and 
this not for Diverfion, or out of Humour, y^ 

\pjt upon a real perfwafion. What- is become <£ 
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,of thtf iafaJKWe fofiuUmm *£ Jf$otk> the 

PliWpof Phfafiffats ? Ex fi'thihr^il&t: ft &* 

Jwi j^pofl the eiToasoils Inference^ of sanqlud- 
ing the Worid to be without a Spinning. And 
fiactf his Days j, # VrmifU «igi$*lly defiifl'd ; $o 
have no limitation, Is now coafin'd, only to 
thp wj* of Second Gaufes. Tq Gwqitot, 
Matte* capable of SeVifetion, i* aa infuppoyfc*- 
fcle &$em of Noafence ^ hut Clmfium Perifa- 
utisks are for izqpeacfeiag the A$rto*i of a 
contrary po&rkie of madnefc, and fometim^s 
threaten them with the Inquifttion. Matter 
and £rw, with fome, are the Baft* of all Na- 
ture 2 * (kwmmy \ and yet the maft ingenious 
parcel of Mankind, will allow thepa to be ofc 
ly tw> Not iondPrmcblet* What c^b hetnptle 
convincing to the Isye, tba? that the B**^ 
^ands ftffl, and yet the World is j#> ftrangsr 
to thpfe Perfctfs ingenuity,, who afcribe a con- 
tinual motion to it. Mankind* ^3$ not many 
years ago> in Pofleijiori of an eftablMh'd Not*-? 
on that the Blood did not circulate* but ?t prf- 
fent they acknowledge their miffcake* upon 
the remonltrance of the ingpwous Rr. #---;> 
jh ' Now, if mott Diftempers lie ia the Blood (as 

'tis commonly believed) this new Sjyftem q£ 
the Circulation, muft give an entire torn to 
the medicinal Art, and put it upon aaother 
Footing } s which alio has no farther Security 
till a Modem ffypofrttes ftart up to fubver,£ 
more of its Fundamentals. But then you corns 
upon me with your Mathematical Triangles, 
which muft of neceffity have three Corners^, 
" with ymr tm and tw9 makes fow x and fuch-like 

/ , ^ undeniable 
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undeniable Aflertions and Principles, whkh at 
once trip up the heels of Sctftlcifm. I own 
thefe Propofitions appear undeniable, but then 
they are ufeleft \ for if you advance a ftep for- 
ward, in order to draw Inferences, your Ob- 
farity will occasion my D*u\$* Befides, 1 am 
told by Cartefiusy and feveral other Eminent 
Philosopher^ that tho 9 twice two appear tome to 
be f<nsr 9 *tis not manifeft but God may make 
twice mo tQ be five. And haw can I teil but my 
Reafon may be impofed upon in this, , as my 
Sences ate a&ually impofed upon in the dimen- 
fions of the Celeftial Bodies ? What Security 
then have we Mortals to adhere to Inferior , 
Truths, when general Notions and Principks v 
tire fo Changeable ? 

4 Divwe. You might have fpared part of fcfete 
Trouble you have givea your felf. We are all 
perfwaded that certainty is not ty be {ought 
for ampngft the knormt and Stupid part- of - 
Mankind. I am alio willing to allow that three 
Parts in four of the World are -not able to give 
* true Account of what Nature every day exhi- 
bits to our Sences. But whilft you are plfeas'd 
to expofe the Ignorance of feme, you feero to 
own at the lame time, there are other Perious 
in the World who have made a noble and fatifr 
fa<3»ry Progrefs in thofe Enquiries . you men- 
tion ; as in many other things in which Men of 
Wit, and induftrious Curiofity in all Ages and 
all Nations have been fucce£fully bufied. Thp 
Flux and Reflux of the Ocean, i^a ftupeadious 
and Majeftick Miracle of Nature, conceal'4 
ifldfed |rom the £>pudgirjg JSd^tner^ but no?jr 
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grown familiar tp many Tnquifitive Perions fc 
who ^comparing its Alterations -with the in* 
creafe and decreafe of the Moony have very fear 
-fibly made it out, that {he prefliire of that 
Body upon its Surface, does oocafipa-tha.fi Re- 
gular Alteration $ and from the variety of 
Winds, and tendings of Channels, they do 
very plaufibly reconcile lome of the Mediter- 
ranean Tydes, which fometimes teem tQ vary 
froiji the motion of the Moon, Again, tho' it 
wotfd not be feafonable to difturb the Pleafure 
of a Winter Nights Converfetion, by endea- 
vouring to untie thefc knotty Queftions con- 
cerning the Nature and Properties of Heat and 
Fire; and tho' neither Ariftotle, nor Ca rteptu 
did hit the Mark in their Obfervations upoij 
that Subjeft, yet their Followers fince have fb 
agreed upon the Matter, and have placed that 
Controverfie in lb proper a Light, th$t Carter . 
ftans are willing to lay in Difcourfe, that Fire 
is Hot. And Ariftotelians are no lefs willing to 
think it is Cold. Loqui cum multis & Jaferc 
cum faucis, is a convenient Rule upon feverai 
occafions. Cartefitu and his Pifciples had Wit 
and Judgment to overthrow an Hereditary 
miftakp, but they wanted Authority to Coin a 
a new Language \ and we muft ftill make ufe 
of the old Mumpfimtut, and lay that Fire is hot, 
tho* it be only occafionally fb. The Ignorance 
therefore of many in the World can be no pre- 
judice towards eftablilhing certainty amongft 
thole, who f wi$h both great Trouble and 
Charge do Comment upon the Works of Na T 
^ure, not only by bar$ an$ ufelefs Specujatir 
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ons, but from General Principles draw Pra&ii 
cal Inferences, and by degrees make thofe 
Truths palpable, which before were only con- 
ceived in Ideas, and lapt up in Embrios ; in 
which kind of Improvements leveral of our 
Northern Chymifts have been very fiiccefsfu^, 
You fee then that the Methods by which fome 
Men arrive at Science, are not as you traduce 
them, ft) many Learned ways of knowing nothing* 
♦ You may be fenfible that Principles are not only 
obitinate Aflertibns, but Truths confcerated 
by Nature for the General Improvement of 
Mankind. However, I will not deny but there 
is great clafhing araongft Philojhphcrs, and that 
what one Man would make pais as a Demons 
j firation, another won't allow to be common 

> Senfe. But this Jarring is not to be met with 
in Principles, only in Remoter Matters, where 
' Men of Wit have room to play, and divide 
themfelves into Parties, as they are feduced by 
Humors, Interest, Priori, Education, &C. nek 
ther do the Examples you alledge,' prove any 
more than what I here acknowledge. But that 
1 all Evafions, and Opportunities of a Reply 
. may be cut off, it will be requiiite to diftin- 
guifti between two forts of Principles. • Firfi 
Principles, which all Mankind allow of, and 
Party Principles, which only a Set of People aK 
Iow of. I have eHewhere made it evident there 
can be no jarring in firft principles. - Now as for 
party Principles, tho' they ought to be undeniably 
to fuch as pay refped to them \ yet'tis plain by 
the very import of their Name, that there are 
. Ibme who make it their bufmeft to oppofe them^ 

£ Now 
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Now thoft Principles you have mentioned are 
of this latter kind. For it was never pretended > 
That ex nihilo nihil fit. The Senfitive Souls of 
Animals, Matter and Form. The Earths Immo- 
bility •, or the Stagnation of the Blood were firft 
Principles, undeniable, and as manifeft as that 
two and two made four, or that the whole was 
bigger than the part. On the contrary, they 
carry nothing of Convi&ion in their forehead, 
but often have been, and ftill are reje&ed by 
Perfons of the beft underftandine. Tis no 
wonder then if Certainty cannot be infallibly 
found in Points wherein the World has fo 
much grounds to be divided. But to touch 
upon each Particular. 'Tistrue, the Principle 
Ex nihilo nihil fit, if we ftep not out of the 
Precin&s of Nature, will approach near to a 
firft Principle. But becaule we are able to give 
no dther account of the World's Exiftence but 
by Creation, it deftroys that Principle in a ge- 
neral acceptation. And in this Ariftotle would 
have joyn'd with us, had he been blefs'd with 
the advantageous helps of Revelation as ' we 
are. The Senfation, of Animals, is an Opinion 
more owing to Antiquity and want of Refle- 
xion, than to Reafon. Some of the Ancients 
deny'dit; thole that maintained it, enquired 
little into it, end even at this day many plau- 
fible Reafons are brought Pro and Con, which is 
a certain Token of its not being a firft Princi- 
ple, but only an Inference. Matter and form, I 
own are Principles amongft Ariftotle\ Follow- 
ers, but (b far from being felf-evident or firft 
Principles^ that the vulgar way of explaining 

thofc 
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thole two Original Caufes of ^atiire is altoge- 
ther unintelligible. For what can be ipore un* 
accountable, than to mention that as a clear 
* Priwipk* which Men have no other Idea of % 
than what is fignified by thofe inexpreffive 
^ords y Matter is ^either quid, quote, nor quan- 
tum, : but a pura potentia to be what you 
fieafe j or in other words, it h neither Sofhething^ 
yer $Ttkhing \ and again, that its Individual Con* 
fort Form* Subfiantialis, is the Afhis Primus of 
that thing called Matter* Thus you fee Prkc*« 
pies which ought be as clear as a RaV of the 
Sun, are nothing but Confofion, and Darknefs^ 
ilut 'tis not my Bufinefe at prefent to look any 
fertherinto this Affair j 'tis Efficient thiat the 
dafhing of Philofophers in relation to Matter' 
and Form is not about lirft Principles. Th$ 
Immobility of the Earth is what the Eye feems t6 t 
demonftrate. But again, the Eye is no propel?! 
Judge. Motions that are either very fwift, or 
very flow, are both imperceptibly to the Eye* 
as 7 m remarkable in the Finger of a Clock* 
and the Motion of the Sun, in their Syfiem^ 
who describe it to be a moving Body* Wh/ 
may not then the Earth be in a continual Mo- 
tion, aad we the Inhabitants be infenfible o£ 
it? I do not pretend to lean to either Party, 
or determine a Caufe in a few fhort hints, whicft 
has long been unfuccefsfully diicus'd in many 
large Volumes. The only thing I ana here con- 
cerned in is, that neither Syftem can lay claipt 
to the Privilege of a firit and undeniable Prin- 
ciple. The Circulation of the Blood is another 
Inftance, by which you would Ihew the uncer% 
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tainty that is in Arte Medicindi. Shou'd I fey 
no demonftrations can be forra'd in order to 
Cure -a Diftemper, 'tis what is the Truth of 
the Matter. This Employment is not ftri&ly a 
Science, but only a Mechanical Art, and is the 
iame in regard of the Body, what aPlaifterer 
is in regard of a Building. A Phyfician may 
Mend and Prop Kature, but a thoufend Acci- 
dents occur hourly to baffle all his Experiments. 
The Syftem of the Circulation of Blood, is of 
ItHgubr ufe in Phyfick, and may reipe&ively be 
term'd a kind of Principle, but not a firft Prin- 
ciple. What you alledge in the laft place, 
would indeed prove the thing you aim at, vid. 
a diflenfion, and uncertainty as to firft Princi- 
ples, if upon any occafion a Perlbn could doubt 
of a Triangle >, having three Corners, or that 
twice two made four. You ftrengthen your Sus- 
picion, by affirming with Canefius, and ibme 
others, that you are not fully fatisfied, but that 
fupernaturally two and two may be five.^ I 
own God can perform feveral things, which 
to us do appear plain Contradi&ions \ but to 
impofe upon us in thofe Original Notions and 
Ueas i is what his Divine Attributes will not 
permit him to do, nor dare 1 venture to fay* 
with Cartefiw y that fuch an Impofition is poffi* ^ 
ble. if my Eye is impofed upon in taking the 
Dimenfibns- of the Celeftial Orbs (which yet i$ * 
an improper Speech) my Reafbn which is ca- 
pable to redifie that Miftake, is not impofed 
upon. Particular Perfons may be permitted to 
live in fbme Delufions, both as to their Senfes 

?nd Rsafon in puniftmeat of their Sins* But 
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for God to Create all Men with Notions ori- 
ginallyjvrong, and which are to direft, him ia 
all occurrences of Life, is to unman us, and to 
fttppofe us not to be Rational God as I laid 
before, can do, and has done feveral things 
which appear Contradi&ions. But if the plain- 
eft Rules he lays before us were real Contra- 
dictions, a Man and a Brute would be the lame 
thing j for a Man is no longer a Man, but as 
he is capable to diftinguifh between Good and 
Bad, Right and Wrong. In a word, 'tis not 
^eing endowed with a Rational Soul, that di- 
ftinguifheth between a Man and a Beaft, if a 
Man's Notions are Brutifh and undiftinguifirtL 
I conclude therefore that firft Principles are un- 
changeably true, and that twice two are as 
certainly four, as God is good to his Crea- 
tures, and as certainly as that a Man is not a 
Brute. And now you may proceed to the reft 
of your Scruples. 

SECTION XL 

Certainty of Inferences* 



Politician, Y Acquielce to your Arguments by 
1 wxiich you have eftablifh'd the 
certainty offirft Principles < But this granted, 
with what lecurity can I rely upon remote and 
foreign Dedu&ions ? The World is fcandaloufly 
<Uvided in all the Inferences they make. Do *i * 

E 3 you 
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you would h* done by ^ is the grand Source of Mo* 
raHty, the Prime Regulator of Right and Wrong* 
but the Coticliifioris deduced from thofe Noble 
Premifes, ate, commonly {peaking,, nothing 
but Knavery and Opfreffton- Cook upon Little ton 
is of no ufe, where Arbitrary Vowei is to finifli 
the Itebate. A Superiority in Power feldom is 
at a lofs for a Reafon for what they do, tho* 
State Jnferences have often little ot no connexion 
\vith the Premifes. What an unaccoufltabte 
variety of Syfiems does the Aricient arid Mo* 
dern Philofophy exhibit to the World ? Nati- 
ons afe lometimes at Peace as to their Territo- 
riesj but nevet as to their Opinions. Upon 
iall occafions there is Bill and Anfwer, Obje&ing 
£nd Proving, Affirming and Denying, Doubt- 
ing and Enquiring, has been the conftant 
Drudgery of all Mankind fince the Creation* 
I am not ignorant there is a Science called Lo* 
£ici 7 which is chiefly intetided to inform the 
World how to arrive at Certainty in Inferences 
by an infallible Rule call'd a Dimonflrdtion \ 
which in fhort is a neceffary Inference drawn from 
imdfwabk fremifes. or frinctyles. NoW ftippo- 
ling the Premifes to be unquestionable, unleft 
the Connexion betwixt them and the Inference 
be evident^ it ft ill leases Matter of doubt j 
and can ground neither Demonftration, nor 
Certainty, % And this my Obfetvation is made 
good by daily Pra&ife. What is evident, can- 
not be denied, and yet what is a demonftratiori 
to one Man, is none to another 5 and why ? 
becaufe the Inference is obfcure and uncertain. 
A Spiritual Subftance which conceives Obje&s* 
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by an intuitive Knowledge, without drawing 
Inferences, may be certain of their Nature aiid 
Properties-, but it does not appear tbat we 
Sublunary Mortals enjoy that Privilege. 

Divine. The uncertainty of many Inferences 
is what I cannot deny, even through the 
whole Cburfe of Natural Caufes. For tho* firft 
and General Principles be undeniable, as grafted 
by God hirttielf in Man's Nature, todiftin- 
guifh him from a Brute, andjput him in a Ca- 

Sacity to arrive at the End for which be was 
efign'd.. And tho' many Second Rase and Party- 
Principles be clearly deduced from General ones, 
?nd confecrated to the ufe and benefit of every 
relpeftive Art and Science, yet when Men come 
f to draw their Inferences, Intereft, Pajfton and 

> Education, &c. lb blind and overfway their * 

Judgment, that Truth and Certainty are fet 
dom found out, and agreed upon in remote 
Matters. From this Source do take their rife 
all the Divifions both in Church and State. 
Hence fprung up the 3few and Atheift, Heretick, 
#nd Schifmatick; Stoick and Epicurean, tfhomifi 
4 and Scatifi, Cartefian and Arifiotelian 9 Round* 

Head and Cavalier, Whig ana Tory, Jacobite, 
and WUUanute, High-Church and Low, tree- 
Thinker, and Bottomffl , &c. In fine, the nu- 
merous Armies of PrJs and Conh take their rife* 
from this one Origin, that Ignorance, or Paftm 
will net fifffer Men to draw pertain and undeniable 
inferences, from certain and undeniable Premifes* 
Thefe Debates are firft laid in corrupted 
^Nature, and taking fire, are carried through 
the Schools, Pulpits, parliaments, &o till they 
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fcnd in the Field, by cutting of Tfiroats. Hdvfa 
ever, if it wete not an unavoidable Girfe en> 
taiFd upon the Sohs of Adam, that they 
Ihould neirer agree, we might (prejudices 
laid afide) make very Fuccefsful Attempts in 
guiding ourfehtes through tht Labyrinths^of Na* 
ture, arid by finding the end of leveral of hef 
Bottoms, patiently unravel them. In this man-* 
Her Plato found a Deity in his Ideas, Galtn id 
Anatomy^ and Ariftotlt in Motion ', each one 
running up the particular Inferences <rf his re- 
fpe&ive Art and Science to the Sfring-Htad*. 
*Tis true, Libraries are a ftanding Record of 
Sceptkifm, and what uncertainty there is in 
thefe remote Coritroverfies. So is IVeftminfter* 
Hall able to give Teftimony, that the Wifeft 
Senate canrlot Wbrd Laws fo as to place them 
above the reach of CaVil. But when a Tfyal 
is ended, iithet by a definitive Sentence, ac* 
cording to Statute, or by Arbitration, 'tis an 
evident Token that there are Methods of draw- 
ing certain Inference when Paffion and Prejudice 
are laid afide, and that the Channel of Truth 
lies open and free. And this may be Obferv'd-, 
both in regard of Civil and Ecclefiaftical Con- 
troverfies, as alio in all the Debates arifing 
from the obfcurity of Natural Caufes. Now 
as to what you alledge farther concerning Logick. 
I do riot pretend that Inferences which are 
drawn by that Science, can carry an equal cer- 
tainty with the Premifes, becaufe the Medium 
is often riot iufficiently evident % or if it is, the 
Perlbn who makes the Inference, may lieundeir 
Jbme Incapacity, and not discover the Con- 
nexion 
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ne&ioa betweentbePr*w**/wand the Conclufim* 
I fhall not lofe my Time in alledging many Ex- 
amples wheire Infete flfces urjay be fbmetimes In- 
fallible, , and again' Uncertain. What tpretenci 
iSjthatlbmetimesanJ/wferewf may be undeniable, 
and very little inferior to a firft Principle ^ as in 
the following Example, where both Premifta 
are unconteftable. What Thinks, £xifis of has a 
Being. But I Think, Ergo / have a Being: This 
Inference cannot be denied, and what we call 
Lt>gick> prefcribes Rules for making fuch Infe* 
renew. Yet at the feme time I own, that what 
often appears a Demanjtration to one Man, is 
none to another \ but tis either where the Pre- 
mifes are illlaid,or where the ufual impediments 
of Education, Pajfion, &c. do intervene to the 
Managers of fuch demonftrations. What you 
add concerning the knowledge of Spirits* If I 
have any notion <?f a Spirit, they have no occa* 
lion to make Inferences, or know one thing by 
another \ and tho' Men in this Life cannot lay 
claim to that Privilege univerfelly, in regard of 
all Objeds,yet in regard of firft Principles, theit 
Condition feems to be equai to that of Spirits 
You fee therefore, that tho' the number of La* 
gteiam may perhaps be )uftly abridged* whilft 
many Pretenders attempt to draw Confequences 
from unwarrantable Premifes, and top theirf 
upon the World for Demwfiratiens , yet 'LogidF 
in the ipain, is a certain Method of arriving at 
Truth, and capable to make us give an aflent 
without hefitation, or4oubt, to many remote 
inferences. 

s fi c t: 
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SECTION XII. 

t 

Hiftorkal Certainty. 

Politician. TV JfY next Scruple runs upon 
IVJL the uncertainty of Hiftorkd 
Credit. I am willing to acknowledge my own 
frailty, and that others far furpafs me in the 
way of Knowledge ; and upon this account, 
rely Upon what others relate, when I find my 
fill incapable to arrive at the Truth. But who 
are thole that are capable to inform me tru- 
ly, of what paft in former Ages, when I was 
not a Spectator ? There was a Time before Let- 
ters was invented, and then the World want- 
ed a method of conveying Fads to Pofterity* 
Perhaps the ufe of Hicroglyphich was appropri- 
ated by Ibrae Nations to iupply that deleft \ 
but their fignification wafc fo very equivocal, 
that it cou'd afford nothing but a confufed No- 
tion of Things without circumftances. Mofes 
(who is taken to be the Cadmm Inventor of the 
iilphabet) gives a fhort account of the Atttedi- ' 
luvim Sttny\ but He living after the Flood who 
were his Informers or Cotemporaries to ftreng- 
then his Narrations : None but his own Nitioa 
and Followers back what he relates in the Penta- 
teuch. Why do not the tfeathenifi Writers take 
notice of the remaining part of the Bible? 
But in cafe they did, 'tis remarkable that the * 
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Grecian Story abounds with Lyes and Fi&ions ; 
and the Romans borrowed from them, and fo 
the whole Javijh Hiftory Hands upon a very 
flippery Foundation. Neither is this misfor- 
tune peculiar to the Sacred Story : Hiftory in. 
General is fubjeft to a thoufand defers which 
take off its Credit. A Lye, or Mifinformati- 
on, drops as eafily from the Pen, r» from the 
Lips; don't We find by Experience, that a 
Story needs only take a very (hart Voyage to 
have remarkable additions? What a Sufferer 
then muft Truth be, when it pafleth through 
fo many Ages and carelefs Hands, from remote 
parts erf the World ? Hiftorians feldom view 
Original Records) or are Spectators of what they 
Write. They flatter their friend*, and unjuft- 
ly charge their Enemies : They relate in fine, 
not io much what others did, as what they 
tbemfelves think Of their doings. 

Divine* I expe&ed you would infill upon 
this Tofkk, to which I make this ihort Reply* 
I cannot diibwn but there is great uncertainty 
in Hift*ry 9 yet fince we have no other me- 
thod of knowing what pafs'd in former Ages $ 
and that the happinefs God has defign'd Men 
for (as to the methods of arriving at it) is 
attainable fto other way, 'tis a neceflary Appen* 
idix of his Divine Attributes, that he provide us 
with fome fecurity in thisrefpefl* which tho' he 
might eflett by the way of Special Revelation to 
every private Perfon, yet we know this is not 
the method he has pitch'd upon* Hiftory there- 
fore under fome refped, muft be a certain and 
infallible Rufc. By Hiftory, I do not only 
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mean what is ftri#ly fo call'd, as if nothing 
could challenge that name but what is commits 
ed to writing: Fads may be delivered by word 
of Mouth, no lefs than by Writing j but fince 
moft Fads of Confequence> are fooner or late? 
Penn'd down, I fhaH not raife an unneceflary 
Conteft upon this account, but fhall fpeak of 
Hiftory, as of a Written Conveyance. Now to 
come to the. particular Inftances of Hiftotical 
Uncertainty you think fit to mention t You be- 
gin with the Antediluvian Story, during which 
time you fiippofe there were no Letters to per- 
petuate Fads, and convey them to Pofterity> 
According to the niceft Computation } that run 
of Time before the Deluge amounted to 16^6 
Years ; and as it was a large Traft of Time 
to People the World, and improve it in Arts 
and Sciences, to it has by fome ingenious Per- 
ibns been made appear, that the Eatth was 
as well Peopled before the Flood, as it is at 
Prefent, ana hence we may reafonably infer, 
that either Letters, or fome other Art now 
forgotten, flouriflied amongft the Antediluvi- 
ans > for the tranfmitting 01 things to Pofteri- 
ty : Or if you pleafe^ Things might be con- 
veyed by Tradition, as, now federal Arts are 
communicated without Letters, as Painting, 
Speaking by Signs, &cr But to return to Mops, 
I own he is the firft who mentions the World's 
Creation, and the Antediluvian Sttry, and as to 
the way he came to the knowledge of thofe 
things at fo. great a diftance of Time, tho* 
fome think the Narration was gfven him by 
Revelation, yet I am of Opinion, there is no 
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ooqafion to have recourfe to that method •, for 
it will be found _by comparing Men's Lives, 
that Mofes might have that Relation from 
thofe Who were perlbnally acquainted with 
Abraham y Abraham received it from Noah, and 
Noah had the fatisfa&ion to hear it from the 
mouth of Adam himfelf, the Origin of Mao- 
kind. The Tradition therfefore of -the Woykft; 
Creation came to Mofes, by a regular, and 
very fcort Conveyance. 'Tis true, Mofes was 
the firft and only one of his days that relates 
the Story \ as all Hiftories muft have fbme firft 
Publiflier, and if Mofes was the firft Inventor 
of Letters, 'tis no wonder that none of his 
Cotemporaries jpubliih'd what he did. How- 
eyer the Story of the Bible may be found in 
feveral particulars, amongft the Heathenilh 
Writers, tho' mangled for want of a perfeft 
Information. Nor can this appear ftrange, 
fince it was a Crime amongft the Jews, to have 
a Communication with any Neighbouring Na^ 
tion. Thol? Scraps of Hiftory which the an- 
tient Heathens had upoo occafions ftol'n from 
the Jews, were qonjecrated by them in Poems, 
and otter Fabulous Narrations, Thus OviJUs 
Chaos mayks out the ftatq of the World before 
the Creation, as; it is deftribed in' the begin- 
ning of Qenefis. Noah was Ogyges, and his Flood 
the Dduge; Again Noah was Saturn with his 
three Stons, and ibmetimes he is Jamu with bis 
two Faces, looking before and after the De- 
luge. . The Gaixlen of Ijefperides with' the 
Golden Apple, is Paradife, and the forbidden 
Vfufa-Nlmrgd was fylw\ Jephte was 4g*v** 

, * mnm 



6* The Religion <f the Wits* 

mewtt Sacrificing fyhigMia, with many other 
.Circamftaaces, which are very applicable, and 
which make it pretty evident, that the Story 
of the Bible was confirm'd by Strangers, as far 
as they were permitted to come to the Know- 
ledge of fuck things. Neither an the Fabu- 
lous Grecians, or R*mans 7 who borrow from 
them, render thefe things Ids credulous, for 
tho' they might take a liberty in the manner 
of relating Matters, and mingle a thoufancl 
fi&kras with Truth, yet the vifible fimilitode 
of the Jermjh Story , with the Subftance of the 
ffeathenijh Vd>les y ftiews that Truth was the 
ground-work of their poetical Rights. The Pa- 
rallel you draw between writing and Speaking 
Lyes, is very juft, for in both cafes, Fads are 
often mifreprefented } but this ought not to 
take away the Credit of Hiftory, bat only 
make the Reader Cautious. Tis indeed a rare 
thing, to find an Hlfiorian impartial, when he 
toucheth upon Party-Matters* Te Deum has. 
frequently been fung at Paris zs^Yimna 7 upon 
account of a Viftory claim'd by both Parties, 
and if fuch mifreprejentations do happen,' 
when thouiand are alive to teftifie on which 
fide the Viftory fell*, how ftiall we be capable 
to judge what happen'd at Creffy and Boddert 
field { No Man is better qualified Vo write 
the ffiftory of a Country, than he ^ho s is a 
Native oi it ^ and yet no Man more unfit for 
that work. A Stranger knows top Httle of 
it, and a Native knows too mufh always to 
{peak Truth. To conclude this matter^ Hi* 
jhry fffords Rot the Security I #>tfd w*fli ii| 
* " ■ moft 
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moft particulars, but when it is made ufe of 
by Providence, to preferye the Sacred Dopofitum 
of Religion, it grounds a ctrtainty, excluding 
all doubt, nay, even letting apart the defigns 
of Providence, 'tis morally impoffible, that the 
Historians of all Ages, fliou'd conlpire with- 
out any end, or provocation to impoie a Lye 
upon Pofterity, and make them believe there 
was luch Perfons as Moles, Alexander^ Cefar, 
Chrift, &c. But what chiefly relates to this 
Subjed, has already been fufficieritly handled 
in the Paragraph of Moral Certainty ; and again 
in that of the Certainty we have in defending up~ 
on Authority, where the feveral degrees ofifcfc- 
ral Certainty are fully explain'd. 

H i ■ i i i ■ 4 

section xm. 

Certainty of Religion* 

i- 

Politician. T Don't queftion but you have long 

X fi nc * tnought me very troubler 
ibme : I have only a Scruple or two, to remove 
concerning Religion, and you fhall be released 
from my Impertinencies. I do not much ad- 
mire that there fhould be lb great an uncer^ 
* tainty in the feveral Inftances 1 have mentis 
on'd, becaufe the Knowledge of them not be- 
ing very material, the Confequence of not 
knowing could not be fatal. But that Provi- 
dence ftiould fuffer us to fluctuate in uncer- 
tainties, upon neceflary and indifperfable Ar* 
ticles is not 3 y^y unintelligible management, 

jteli|ion 
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Religion ought to be the Center of Certainty* 
I eafily conceive how the World, may be divi-^ 
ded where every Man's Reafbn is uncontroul-? 
able in her Search. But when God himfelf 
tnterpofetfr his Authority, and puts his Hand, 
and Seal to their Commiffion whom he Impow- 
crs to finifli Debates j 'tis very furprfeine; to 
behold luch Heats, and fuch a number 01 vo- 
luminous Controverfies, Th$ Heathen is fcan- 
dalized at a Crucified God 2 The Chrifiian glcK * 
ries in him : The Church of Rome makes the 
Word of God the Text, and the Church the * 
Comment: The Reformed Churches make the 
Word of God both Text and Comment : Eve- 
ry Independant People, vote themfelves into 
an Independant Church, and all that will not 
hear them are Heathens and Publicans. The i 

Letter lies open to every Man's view, and he 
that has but a good pair of Eyes, and common 
Sence, may filh out a Religion for his pur- 
pofe, and this is all the Certainty I can meet 
with upon that great Point. . . 

Vhtitte. I have met with fb much variety 
in your Enquiries, that every Sentence afford* * n 
ed a new relilh to my Curiolity : So your Apo- 
logy for giving me this pretended trouble, is* 
the only part of our Conversion which has 
appear^ irklbm to me. Now as to your laft Ob- 
je&iort: The Controverfies of Religion hav$ 
lbmething common with other Debates, in as 
much as they acknowledge a dependance upon 
the Teftimony of Sence, and the Bafis of 
grit Principles, and where they can be run, 
up to thefe Heads, they force aflent. put as 
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they are upon the lame footing in their Origi- 
nal Certainty, fb they are equally obnoxious to 
MHreprefentations, when Perfbns make ufe df 
falfe Mediums to draw their inferences. ? Tis 
true, Religion has an Advantage in one refpeft, 
vM. Inafmuch as ReveaPd Truths have G o for 
an Immediate Informer, whereas Natural Truths 
are only reveal d in their Principle*, and that 
too by way of general Inftinft. ReveaPd Truths 
are enpyjtfd by way of Precept, under Penalty 
of Damnation, for making God aLyar. Na- 
tural Truth are not enjoytfd under any Penalty. 
Firft, becaufe they don't immediately conduce 
towards Happinefs in the next Life. And a- 
gain, becaufe there is fb much Ignorance reigns 
in the World, that it would be impoffible for 
all Men to find the connexion between firft 
principles, and all Inferior Natural Truths. I 
own, if the Motives of Credibility were as ap- 
plicable to natural Truths, as they are to thofe 
revetfd, the Cafe would be equal, and it would 
be as neceflary to afient to this Propofition. 

Heat is theoccafion of Rarefaliian, as to this, Chrifi 

. is the natural Son of God* But as Things ftand, 

* the difference lies here, Natural Truths are only 

certainly known, by running them up to firft 

Principles, whereas Revealed Truths, by a fhorter 

way, have their Teft from the motives of 

1 Credibility, which fupply the place of firft 

Principles, and are the Non plus ultra of En- 

: quiry. Now to apply thefe Refle&ions to the 

|Vlatter in Hand. I cannot deny but the World 

is torn in pieces by Divifions as to Religion, as 

w?ll as in Civil and Natural Cont^overiks, and 
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yet there is a Landmark of certainty in ail theft 
reft>e&?» Firft Principles in the Line of Nature 
and Authority, back'd with on undeniable 
Gommiffion in all other Matters* I am unwit- 
ling to engage in Particular Debates, other- 
Wife it would be "fto difficult Task upon the 
Foundation I have laid to determine whether 
the Notion of a Crucified Gop be Ignomini- 
ous ? Whether the Word of God ought to 
fce both Text and Comment ? Whether Inde- 
. pendency be as eligible in the Church as in the 
State? And whether a good pair of Eyes anfl 
common Senfe, be a fecure Method iii the 
Choice of Religion ? All which Debate* I refer 
to the Reader upon thefollowingConfiderationS. 
That fbme one Se& efChrifiutns are as evidently 
juftifiabie in their Tenets ; as Chriftumity in Ge- 
neral is juftifiabie agakft Jews ana Infidels. 
That the Motives of Chriftiamty in their ftftl 
force are applicable to or* dlfiinU Body of Chri- 
puts, as they now ftand divided* That ibme 
one Body of Christians are able to ran up their 
Tenets to the original certainty of firft Princi- 
ples, and that they have as ftronga Moral cer- 
tainty that what they believe was taught by 
Cbrifi and his Affiles^ as that there were ever 
fuch PerfcHs in the World. That in fine, the 
Knowledge we at preient hare of Chrift and his 
Do&rine depending upon a Moral Hijhrwd 
Certainty ; the lame Moral Hiftorical Certainty 
will juftifie one Seft of Chriftians, andentitle 
them to thofe Motives of Credibility whicfc 
iway'd the World to relinqttilh their Errors 
«poa the A&JJUtfs approach. 

If 
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If thefe Confiderajtiqns appear to be of Mo- 
ment, you may enforce them at leifitre. In the 
mean time, you. cannot but be fcnfible what a 
Sea of Errors you have been tufhbling in. But 
there is a Centre for Opinions, no lels than for 
/ Bodies in motion, Pqing, and undoing, wind* 
ing up and unravelling, Feems to have Deen the 
Story of your whole Life. There are Sceptfcks 
in Practice, as well as Speculation, and Men 
equally find a diverfion in Opining^ as in va* 
riety of Pleafures. Doubts and Irrefolution are 
Fuel to Mens Paflions; and as long as the Judg- 
ment is not fixfa, it cannot be fuppofcd thert 
fliould be any uniformity in the Carnage. ' The 
Wicked move in ai Circle, and when they have 
finiflfd the whole Tour, they muft either em- 
pire in Free-thinking, or fhelter themfelves ia 
the Centre of Unity, and Certainty, from 
they firXt broke loofe. 
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